
THE GATEACRE S O C I E T Y 

Registered with the Civic Trust 
for the North West . 

Chairm n: Mr. T. Brnkel l , Linden Co tage 
Halewood Road. 428 - 3105 

Hon, Sec: Mrs . s. Lewis, Gr ange Lod e 
Grange Lane . 428 - 671 

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 1979 

Next meeting -

F O R T Y YE AR S 0 F C A R I N G 

F O R MERSEYSIDE 

The work of the Merseyside Civic Society 

by 

Dr . J O A K I M A. S K O V G A A R D 

-R . af Dbg . , M. A. , Ph . D., Dip.Arch . ,R.I . B. A 

A joint meeting with the Woolton Society. 

WEDNESDAY the 26th of September 

Slides . at 8 p . m. Tea lOp. 

Gateacre Chapel Hall, Sand.field Road . 

Advance notice - Annual General Meeting 23 October 8 p.m . 



EXHIBITION - 2n d to 7th July. 

Those of us used to seeing Harriett Stein's elegant shop in t 
Prudenti a l Building on Ga te a cre Brow found quite different 
i t ern s on displ ay recently. For a week the Society held an 
e xhi bition to mark the first 10 years of the Gateacre Villa~ 
Conse rva tion Area , and the pa sser-by was enticed by the 
Conservation Ar ea sign in a flambo y ant rosette sharing one of 
t he wi ndows wi th the stones from Bretta rgh Holt, while the ot 
wind.ow conta i ned Miss J. Gnosspelius' i mpressive drawing oft 
Prudenti a l Building with illus trations of the later works of 
Ar ch i tect W. Aubrey Thomas, designe r of t h e Liver Building. 

Although t he shop is sm all the exhibition was varied in 
cont ent • i ncluding an a ttractive displ ay of i terns discovered 
dur i ng a 'di g ' in Lowe r Sandfi e ld prior to new building work, 
continuous s li de show of Ga te a cre ' s listed bui ldings and a mi 
galle r v of children s I paintin gs of Ga t eacre b e sides many SCI'€ 

of pho t ogr aphs and dr awings. Exhibits included achievements 
t he Soci ety such a s t he r e f urbishing of the Village Green, Yo 
Co t t a ges ~ the Conse rva tion Area Signs , the ban on H.G.Vs in F 
Val e Roa d, the trees planted to s creen the Conse rva tive Club 
the Gr aff iti Squad i n a ction. Displ ays showing photographs o 
long changed vi ews and past i nhabitants of Ga teacre were as 
popul ar a s eve r. The City Pl a nning Officer kindly lent par 
hi s exhi bition of Conse rva tion Areas and Listed Buildings in 
City i ncl uding Ga t e a cre and Woolton . 

Vi s i t ors vro r e able to see photo gr aphs of r es tora tion work c 
' Queen Victori a ' by t he Museum , an d othe r interesting items ! 
as a r e pro duction of t he Ti ssot portrait of Mrs . Chapple Gill 
1877 pai nt ed in he r f a t her' s hous e Lowe r Le e in Bea consficld 
and re cently acquire d by t he Art Ga ll e r y . 

Due to t he gene rous e f f ort s of a f ew people the exhibition 
o~en daily fro m 10 am. to 8 pm. and fortun a t e ly good weather 
11. t e r ~lly allowe d an open door. As we ll as nearly 400 visi 
who s igne d _t he vi s itors book many of the childre n from the 1 
s chool s en Joye d a vi s it and found it in s tructive. Al though : 
was ne cessar y to char ge a nominal lOp. a dmitt ance the }ibera. 
suppl y of free l eafl e t s on a vari e t y of r el. t e d subjects 
e n sure d t ha t no-one nee de d to l eave empty hande d. 

The shop premises we r e kindly lent by the Prudential 
Assur a nce Company an d t hank s must go to the pe ople who 



so hard to make the exhibition a success, in particular Mrs . 
Lewis, Miss Gnosspelius, the Revv . John and Daphne Roberts, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd, Miss Lomas and, not least, to all the 
children who contributed their works of art. P.B. 

CONSERVATION WORK IN LIVERPOOL - J.M. Harrison 

On We dnesday 4th July (during Exhibition w0ek) Mr. John 
Harrison the Conservation Officer in the City Planning Office, 
gave a l ecture to the Society about his work. He is the 
officer with special responsibility for Listed Buildings and 
·0nservation Areas in the City. 

Mr. Harrison told of the post war Town & Country Planning 
leglisl ation which introduced the idea of listing buildings 
that were of speciRl architectural or historic importance. 
The first list for Liverpool of 1952 contained the unquestion
ably important buildings, the revised list of 1968 included 
much Georgi an building as ideas of which buildings ought to be 
listed developed, and the current list (of 1975) includes over 
1,000 buildings and other things - statuary, gateways, ln.mp 
posts and letter boxes . The 1957 Civic Amenities Act 
in troduced the ide of Conservation Areas and there are now 
:·? •i.esignated in Liverpool. 

L i working on Conservation we must consider the difference 
~ 1 lwcen preservation as a kind of pickling and conservation of 
.:i. living area or building where change of use may have to be 
accommodated. Liverpool WAS an incredibly rich city in the 
~ighteenth and nineteenth c nturics and we now appreciate the 
' ;ri t age t hn.t has been handed on to us. Mr . Harrison showed 
',, 2 lides of Rodney Street, C,mning Street and parts of Upper 
J, • 1·'!.irunent Stre t where conserva tion work is in progress and 
inose extra embellishments can be restored with funds from the 
· i storic Buildings Council because they are in Conservation 
reas considered "outstanding" in the national context . 

. He also told us of the part Housing Associations are playing 
n rehabilitation and showed slides of stone cleaning in Percy 
treet, work in Princes Park, Sefton Pa rk, Lark Lane and 
_da~sah Grove; and Wavertree Garden Suburb started in 1909 and 

~: ~nfl~once tha t the garden-suburb idea had on Municip~l 
sing in the inter-war years . 



Mr. Harri son an swe r e d a numbe r of que stions from the 
audi ence and in an swe r to a que stion about why Sandfield 
Ro a d i s ~ot in the Ga t eacre Village Conse rva tion Area ho 
sugge s ted t h t if t he Socie t y and the residents put forward 
the c~se it mi ght be conside r e d f a vourably by the City Counc 

40 YEARS OF CARI NG FOR MERSEYSI DE . he h ave invited 
Dr . Skov g;:,,ar d, a Senior Lecture r in Urban Design in the Dept 
of Archit e c tur e a t t he Live rpool Polyte chnic. to t a lk about 
the work of the Me r seyside Civic Society. The M.C.S. has be 
the p.meni ty socie t y ca ring for our environment for more than 
40 ye ar s , usi ng t he words ''Me r sey s ide" and "the environment" 
long before t hey be came f amiliar to us as eve ryday terms. 
Me r seysi de Ci vic So cie t y i s, in many way s , the daddy of all 
loc .n.1 amo ni ty soci e ties , having long experience of trying to 
infl uence deve lo pment for good , and r esponding to changes in 
our needs . Bef ore the end of t he war t he Merseyside Ci vie 
Compcti tion wa s a v alia nt effort to gathe r and articulate. i d, 

fo r the post- war shape of Me r seyside and its c>.meni ties t as 
i den. of conservation has be co!'.!le wide s pr ead the Society has & 
much f or t he Lyceum ( t hat cam pa.ign s t arte d in 1971) and Irvi.l 
St r ee t - to quo t e jus t t wo r e cent examples from Liverpool, ~ 
over many y ar s has been one o f the best sources of infonned 
opini on on t he Me r seyside Stru cture Pl an. 

Kim Skovgaard is t he Ch airman of t heir Ci vie De sign Panel· 
looking a t pl anni ng applicat ion s f or Mersey s ide with the aim 
of encour aging high s t andar ds of a rchite cture and ci vie desi1 
He i s a t pr esent wo r king wi t h t he Live rpo o l Council for 
Volunt a r y Ser vi ce on pro po s a l s f or t he Lee ds-Liverpool Canal. 
Because of the impor tance of unde r s t anding how our work sboul 
r ~l a te to t hat of t he M.C.S. we a r e maki ng t his a joint meet: 
with the Wool t on Soci ety . 

MERSEYSIDE STRUCTURE PLAN - The " Dr aft 1/ri tten Statement11 -

book of 1~5 pages with a consi de r ab l e number of ma ps - has D 
bee~ pub li she d, and can be bought from t he County Planning 
O~fice r a t Metro~oli t an House, Ol d H3.ll Street; or seen in a: 
llb: ar y . The r e 1.s also a coloure d bro a d- sheet which is freei 
avai l abl e . 

t On the 3l ~t Augus t t he Wave r t r ee Society nobly played host 
Ho {he mee ting fo r publ i c consulta tion in Live rpool. Mr. i 
ou s t on of t he County Planning Dept. showe d the tape-slide 



presentation of the plan, and then spoke and answered 
questions from the audience . The Secretary attended on behalf 
of the Society with the Assistant Secretary an two members 
and will be making comments on the plon in due curse . 

FOOTPATH, Grange Lane - Grange Weint - Cuckoo Lane. 

we had thought our troubles regarding this useful footpath 
were over last February when the City ~'ngineer declared that 
it had been closed illegally and s~nt some of his staff to re
open it. But there bas been a recent planning application to 
"include this public footpath within the boundary of the new 
development at 'Rockfield' also within the boundary of 
vacant land at the rear of Grange Weint also within 
curtilage of 21 Grange Weint" which was advertised in the 
Daily Post 12 September - this translated means the closure 

of the footpath. 
According to the Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr. A. McFarland 

giving judgement on another ~at ter concErning Grange Lane in 
1956 this public right of wey is shown on Bennisorls Survey of 
1835, and we think it may very well go back even further to 
t he time when Cuckoo Lane was built in 1748 by Is3ac Greene, 
ancestor of Lord Salisbury. 

We have written to Mr. E.S.P. Evans, City Planning Officer 
sending copies to our local Councillors pointing out that the 
path is extensively used by people going to and from the bus 
stops on Rose Brow, by many elderly people - particularly 
from the Home for Aged Seamen at Gnteacre Grange, also by 
many mothers with young children - the footpath providing a 
safe traffic-free route r ather than using Oakfield Avenue, 
where to avoid the overgrown shrubs n~ar the top means 
stepping out onto the roadway. 

If you feel this closure would be a lost amenity please 
w:ite to the City Planning Officer before 4th October and 
sign one of the petitions you will find either in Grange Lnne 
Stores or the Smithy Tuck Shop on Rose Brow. 

No. 2 ~ose Brow. - The new owners of this 'listed' cottage 
are ?0 1~g some extensive rehabilitation work (with planning 
permi~sion) which entailed demolishing the rear wall in ordor 
to build a kitchen and bathroom extension. This wall was of 
local stone which is a costly material, hard to come by when 



required (particul arly so now that Wool ton quarry has close 
The owner had no further use for it, so we phoned 
. Harrison - the Conservation Officer who made every effo 

t o l ay h nds on a vehicle to cart the stone to Caldorstones 
where it could be sto r ed until ne e ded. It lay in a skip on 
the pavement f o r a week, but as no tr;:i.nsport was avc.ilable 
during th, t time it was eventually taken away by a demolitio 
contr actor ;,.nd dumped . This dre a dful waste is going on all 
t he ti~e, how can we prevent it? Do we have to use the 
So cie ty' s funds to hire a truck next time or is there some 
othe r wa:y ? 

We r ang t he demolition contractor concerned to see if ther 
\' ':i.S s till c1ny possibility of salvaging the stone only to fin 
tha t it had a lready been cru shed for use as 'hardcore'; but 
he ~a s most sympa t he tic, knew that Chester had a scheme for 
s:i l vaging v~luab l e mat eri a ls and would have co-oper'lted if h 
ha.d known, he .lso s aid tha t he would wel come a list of item 
r equired f or s t o r age so maybe this is something which can 
be done . 

FURN I SAVE L'11D. The nE::W tenants of Howells Grocery store in 
t he centre of t he village were r e fused planning permission 
for an illumina ted f~scia sign earlier this year. We have 
no ticed r e cently tha t the sign is lit up each evening and hai 
i nfo r med the Planning Office. They are going to take 

nfo rcomcmt ction to see t hat the l aw is complied with - an 
illumin,1ted s i gn so near t he traffic li ghts is confusing to 
drivers . 

HALE" iOOD HOUSE. - A planning application is under consider?.tl 
for the demo lition of this ho use in Halewood Road and for 
building 4 de t a ched dwellings on the site (whi ch is in the 
Woo l t on Socie ty's a r ea but much ne arer to Ga ten.ere Village), 
re went t o look a t it with the Wool ton Societyand found it ti 

be a pleasant Victorian house of good design for the period, 
and notable for being ve ry little al tcrod. We felt it would 
a pity t o l ose it so we a l er ted our local Councillors and 
Counc~llor M~Ve i gh has arrange d a site meeting with a senior 
plan~in? officer on September 21st to consider whether 
pe r mi ssion for demo lition should be given . 



WOOLTON ~ATCHES, CHEMIST & LYNTON - These black and white 
'listed' buildings next to the Black Bull, refaced nearly 100 
years ago, probably by Corne~ius Sherl~ck (Architoct of the 
Walker Art Gallery and the Picton Reading Room) are looking 
very shabby and delapidated. Twelve months ago we wrote to 
the owners, Totley Walker the brewers,to whom they belong, 
drRwing their attention to the need for restoration and re
painting. They replied that it was their intention to put 
this work in hand as soon as weather permitted - since which 
time we havB had a long hard winter. We have written again 
reminding them of what they hnd said last year and ~sking for 
the work to be done before this coming winter. 

REINSTATEMENT OF DOUBLE YELLOW LINES - One of the privileges 
allowed to Conservation Areas by the Highwc:iy Authority is 
that double yellow lines 4" wide on most roads may be only 3" 
wide within Conservation Areas as a concession to visual 
amenity so we rMg the City Engineer to ask for this. When 
"Redland" Contractors turned up in Gateacre on Sunday the 26th 
August we watched with great interest to see how the change 
from the 4" line to 3" wa. s achieved. The modern method is to 
use an Ingenious Small Vehicle fitted (on the off side, 
presumably to suit most of Europe's right hand drive roads) 
with a pair of spray nozzles adjustable for height above the: 
road surfRce. The yellow plastic material has a working 
temperature of about 300° (if overheated it turns green nnd 
becomes unusable). 

Under the supervision of a member of the Highway Authority's 
staff with a marked map in his hand this I.S.V. was ambling 
along the wrong side of Belle Vale Road, in a cloud of steam, 
drawing double yellow lines 3 11 wide; until he stopped it at the 
boundary of the Conservation Area. At this point the spray 
nozzles were raised and readjusted so that the spray would 
cover a 4" width of road and the I. s. V. trundled off under the 
r~ilwllY bridge leaving behind bright new 4" double yellow 
lines. 

BOUNDARY WALL OF RECREATION GROUND - We were told that part 
of th· is wall had been vandalised, so we rn.ng the Recreation 
and Open Spaces Dept. and within one woek the wall had been 
repaired. 



5 and 7 LOWER SANDFIELD - On the 9th August we wrote to 
M.A . N.w.E.B . asking tha t e.ny r e newa l of the supply cable to 
these houses should ente r underground r a th0r than overhead, 
l ooping ae r o s s from house t o ho use ( see York Cott ages) . We 
sent copi es of our l e tte r to Mrs . Sc .q,rl fl nd of the Civic Trus 
fo r the No rth West and t o t he Electricity Consult a tive Counc 

On the 10t h Se ptembe r we had a r e ply from the C nsul tative 
Council sa;vi ng t hat undc rgrounding wa s expensive and that 
M.A.1-1 . .; .E.B. coul dn 't be expe cte d t o shoulder a ll the cost ; 
but we . r e pur suing this que stion a s the house s a re within 
t he Conse r vat ion Ar ea . 

CHAPEL GARD.SN PARTY - This was he ld in the grounds of the 
Ch pe l Hall on t he 18t h August to r a i se money towards the 
cost 0f r e - buil ding t he Chape l Wall on Ga t oacr Brow - whicL 
unounted t o nearly £.4 , OOtL It was ope ne d by His Honour Judgt 

Pate r son, an extreme l y witty s pe ak e r who e n sure d a guod star 
to the aft e r noon . The sun sho ne and a good time wa s had by 
al l - a mo s t successful o cca sion r a ising a little over £4~, 

NEW PLANN I NG APPLI CATIONS -

- 2 Rose Br ow 

- Fo r me r Goods Yar d off 
B<::lle V l e Road . 

To make r e pa irs to e xisting bldf 
and e r e ct ki t chen & ba throom 
ext e nsion (£200 grant from 
He rit age Bure au). 

To e r e ct sports & social cl~. 

- Rcckfi e l d , Gr ange Weint. To e r e ct 1 dwe lling house . 

- G teacre Ri di ng Schoo l, 
Gr ange Lane . 

- 3 Gat eacre Br ow . 

S. M.L . 

To conve rt exi s ting building 
construction of new for 
r esi denti r l purpose s. 

To f or m brick plinth under sh0 

window f or se curity. 

J .B.G, 
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