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Next meeting -

THE H I S T O R Y 0 F 

by 

t Cl 

W E S T 

JACK COOPER A1D DAVID POwER 

D E R B Y 

This will be a lecture with slides based on their recent book 
of t he same title. It ~ill cover the period from bef0re the 
ice a c - which formed a suitable landsca pe for se ttlement -
evidence of the Vikings, to west Derby's first peak of import­
ance with the corning of the ~ormans. This importance was to 
continue in a legal sense up to the las+, aen~~ry as we will 
hea r and we will be introduced to a number of f amous people and 
f amili es and the houses in which they lived. Copies of the 
book will be on sale a t the meeting, price £4.95. 

WEDNESDAY 20th ApI\il 8 pm. 

Gateacro Chapel Hall, Sandfield Road. 

Visitors welcome - 25p. 

Adva~_c Notice - 16th May "Treos o.. Shrubs for t h\.., smn.1 1 ·nrd ·n " 
by Mr. Gardiner - Cura tor, Bot ._nic G~rdons . 
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Before Christmas we welcomed Mr . Grek, an architect working for 
~erseyside Improved Houses who to~d us that in_l978 Merseyside 
had one of the highest concentrations of unsatisfactory 
d ·e llings in the country - with 1 house in 3 considered sub­
standard . Mr. Grek explained how it was his job to look for 
t he potential in old houses with a view to renovation/conversion 
into self contained fl ats , and while this was in progress to try 
and maintain the buildings character - not destroying beautiful 
features tor the sake of modern convenience. 

Mr. Grek's work cen tered round Birkenhead Park but he showed us 
s lides of many well known places in Liverpool on which M. I.H. had 
wo r ked such as Princes Boulevard, Gambier Terrace and our own 
York Cottages . The ' before ' and 'after' slides were quite 
ama zing - it was hard to believe tha t such delapidation could be 
transformed into such impressive homes . 

An ave r age flat conversion would co s t bot w en £15 ,000 and £20,000 
and ~ .I.H. depend on lo ans from the Local Authority, money from 
r cr ister ed chariti es and f rom the Gove r nment . The l a tter having 
increased their funding since Mi chae l Heseltine be came personally 
i nvolved with Mer seyside. 

\fo rking on old buildings can be dangerous, and another hazard 
i s t heft from the site of t hi ngs like kitchen units,wall fires 
and plumbing so t hat it is not unusual fo r some of these items to 
b i nstalled af t er r e sidents have move d in. 

M.I.H. ar e also concerned with the envi ronment and a r e involved 
~ith t he Otterspool link to the Pier Head in conne ction with the 
Garden Fes tival which will t ake place next year. 

Mr. Gr ek started his t alk by showing sl i des of the great de­
molition of the sixties and th t ype of building which went up 
as a r esult, and he l eft us with the hope tha t efforts ar c being 
made to see that such mistakes are not ma de in the futurc.P.A. W. 

LIVERPOOL SCULPTURES & MONUlviENTS -
Our s peaker on tho 17th Jan. 

wa~ Harry Gascoign Arthur who gave us a mos t jnt~r -s ting ,nd 
~nJoyabl ~ evening showing slides of buildings in the City and 
introducing us to the many sculpturos surrounding them. \Jc snw 
monuments to the men who had helped to mnke Liverpoo l t he groat 
~rt . t bat it was, like t he one by Sir Geo r ge FTampton R.A. to 
~ir.-i lfr cd L~ "is Jones of the Elder Dempst er lino who promoted 

r adc t echnical cdu t · • ' ea ion and health s ervices in We st Africa 
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but who is pcrht1.ps best remembered as the founder of the 
School of Tropical MLdecine. 

We s t art(;d with t he three buildings at the Pier Head, built 
on r ecl -i,im<., d l and where the old George's Dock used to be, 
and t hu ir s culpturcrn . Firs t in 1907 was the Port of Liver~ 
pool Building (rl . D.H .C.) designed by Sir Arnold Thornely, 
noxt i n 1911 was t ho Roya l Live r Building - one of the first 
multi- s tor~y buil dings in t he worl d with a r e inf orce d 
concret e f r ame . Thi s building was t he work of W. Aubrey 
Thomas - who ovor 20 years before de signed our Prudential 
Buil di ng (1 R~9) on Ga tea cre Bro . The l as t to be erected 
ms t hL Cum rd Building by \,ill ink and Thicknos s , built 
during t he Gron t \1 A.r in Ita li an pc'.. l az.zo s t y l e and opened in 
1916 a s t 0 h • d office of t he Cunard Company . While we 
looked ,,t t ho s t rt. tue of Edwar d VII on his horse., by Sir ·,1 . 
Goscombo Jo hn v10 wer e r eminded that t ber o ar u only t Henty 
si x equos trinn s t a tues in tho country and Liverpool has 4. 

Leaving t he Pi er Head we made our ,ay to t he To wn Hall, by 
John tood of Buth 1754 and after n.rds up hillinm Brown St. 
to St. G~}orge ' s Hall taking in severa l othe r buildings of 
i nt er est on t he way - like Kcans Hot el in Park Lane (lOT 
YET LISTED), a rococo building built in the 1840s when the 
brewery concerned thought there was to be a r ailway sta tion 
no rby. Now in a s a d sta t e of disrepair~ us0d for storage . 

The l as t slid , which CP.me all too quickly, was of the 
Wilson ~emori a l in the c <.,ntre of t he Village - a nice 
thought. We thank Mr . Arthur for a f a scinating 0vcning 
and hope to have him to talk to us a gain b for long. J.B. 
LIVERPOOL'S CHI .ESE COMMUNITY - \hen Mr. Edwards came to 
Gat eacro on March 15th I think most of ue expected to hear 
about the newly opened Pa goda Club, but w~ wer in for a 
surprise, and a pleasant one too, for Mr . Edwards traced 
the devalopment of the Chinese settlement in Liverpool. 

I remember, as others will, being taken by my parents to sue 
the 1935 Silver Jubilee and 1937 Coronation d corations in 
Pitt St. The whole of Liverpool was gaily d 0 corated for 
both these events, but Pitt St. outshone them all. The 
whole place was magically transformed - a sight to be 
rem emberud down the years - and yet Pitt Street was the 
heart of Chinatown. 

cont. on page 6. 
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Rescue Archaeology (Indust r i all at 2 Paradise Row 

dembers and f riends fami l iar wi t h Gateacre Walk I and our 
Vernacular work will recal l t hat along Grange Lane from the Green, 
on the left - just beyond the Riding School - the stone built 
cottages called Paradise Row have been the subject of much 
speculati on . The back elevat ion of the 3-storey cottages, built 
1700-1750 ?, especially No. 2, show l ong windows a t first floor 
level, now bricked up, suggesting some sort of workshop use . 

The owner, ·r . Sam Prince, has a daught er Susan who is engaged 
to marry a young joiner, David Ball , i n Sept ember, and we send 
our best wi sh es to the young peopl e . Susan and David are now 
J.)r oud owners of 2 Paradise Row & have set about rehabili tation. 

On Monday 7 February Sylvia Lewis no t i ced a ski p outsi de and 
on Friday that week, a day they will long remember , she and J anet 
Gnosspelius called. The work of r emovine the woodworm i nfested 
soft wood - floor boards, joi sts , part i tions , almost ever ything l 
- was far advanced and t he floo r of t he ' wor kshop ' area had gone. 
Susan is already such a good housewife t hat all rubbi sh had been 

we t up and r emoved and the would- be investigators despaired of 
f inding any traces of what had once been done in tha t ' workshop'. 

Sylvia , with J ane t ' s new dustpan, set about r etrieving dust 
and fragments from any possible hole and unswept sur fac e - like 
t he top of the partition round the back door - tha t Susan mi ght 
havo mi ssed. J anet t ook st eel tape and not ebook and mea sured 
t he r emaining internal f eatur es in has t e bofor 0 they also were 
r emoved - t or cord the plan as far as pos si ble a s it had been 
originally. The size of the I workshop I was 11 1 6½11 long by 5 1 O" 
wid , and th height of t he window sill , J ' 0 11 from wher e the 
floor had b en - j us t right for a bench - and the fact that the 
long windows had occupied the whol e of t he exter nal wall, all 
added up t o t he idea of ' workshop ' . Not hing has been l eft of 
t he bench for year s , indeed a s~condary st air f rom the first 
f loo~ upwards was fitted , possibly as much as 100 years ago, at 
t h inner nd of the ' workshop ' . The boarded partition at the 
ot ~ ·~ end, made in the old fashioned way , seems t o have been 
original because its boards went right through t he original 
pl ast er t o the stone wall . And t he winter sun streami ng in 
t hr ough the pr esent small windows showed what good na tural light 
the ' work shop ' used t o enjoy . 

Aft er this fir st sessi on of si t e invest i e;ation each went home, 
J anet _t o her drawi ng boar d, Sylvia to her ki t chen t abl e with manY } 
pl astic bags with sar,1pl cs of swo1.,pings from known positions . By 



8 . 15 Sylvia was able to rinc; Janet wi t h news of the firct real find 
as she applied uaL,net to her piles of dust. It was a 
little piece of file, no bigger then this, and broken, 
out with teeth clearly visible on both sides . 

Tlus was a Great cxci teE1ent because in the last few raonths, work 
oi1 D00dG of the Beaconsfield estate had revealed a family callc<l 
tolyneux in Childwall and Little Wool ton who, in the later 18th and 
early 19th centur;r , had been file cutters - workini; probably in 
association with the Prescot or Liverpool watc'1ma.kine; trade . 

t: cxt day they were at it aca in, Janet correctin~ e. extondinc her 
survey - with nothinc to stand on - Sylvia rootlint, in every nook 
and cra.1my an<l , when David reuovod the ld tch en skirting below the 
'wor~~ sho1J 1 , pouncinc on the dust behind it. By the end of that 
c,vonin£., o analysis of th -- dust by ma gnet, and under 111acnifyinG glassj 
the findo wore~ -

the i'rag ,1011t of fil e 
12 lone ths of wire 
heaps of 1 mai;nctic 1 dust 

braDs wheel eroovcd like a pulley 
9 tiny shavinc s of brass (bright) 
a number of scraps of leather . 

Examination of the bits of wire, va rious lene;ths from ¼" to l½" 
and i 11 01· ra ore thick - nost of them of course very rusty - showed 
that they looked striped alone their lcnLth . 

They arc 12.inion wire l 1ost of us 
have seen the worl;:s of a clock - a 
train of toothed brass wheel s on steel 
axles . Pinion wire is the material 
from which the axle::; with their 6,7, 
8 ~ 9 or 10 ( etc) teeth -leaves- were 
made . We havo 6, 7 ::: 10 tooth typ0s . 

. , ,r . Burman of the County : ,useum and 
l'l r . Griffi ths of the Prescot l·!atch 
• iuseUJ:1 have both visi tec"l the house and 
havin6 them tested to find out whether 
crucible steelJ and so date them. 

~) ~:?' 
·- ~ -i!,o 

seen the finds, and are 
they are cer:entation or 

We have not yet bean able to name the resident of Gatcacre who 
built Paradi s e Ro~ with this workshop, t probably worked here . So 
far we have collected the names of 11 r;ion I of Little Wool ton I anc: 
3 'of 1-:uch Woolton ' who were involved in the watchmakin& busin0ss 

1in one ?ranch or another, from 1694 to 1851 . Probably CToct of 
1th em plied their trade in Prescot or Liverpool; one, William 
Barrow, spent somo yoars in TJ0 ndon; but now we know that soTJ0 
had their I outwork shops ' in our area . -

J . B. G. & s ; 1. 1 . 
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Although thor wa s an early se ttlement in London, there 
wer no Chine se i n Liv rpool before 1834, a fter that 
da t o the long-h ld monopoly of the Enst India Company 
vms broken and a tra dL- route to China opene d up. At 
t hat time thor8 was a pr e f r ncG for Chinese and Laskar 
cruP s ( cheaper ? ) and soma began to jump s hip and settl 
in t hG port , gravitating to t he Clcv0l and Squa rv a nd Pitt 
s trcG t a r ea . Thus the n arby Customs Hous • b~cnmc a l and­
m rk fo r would- be Chi nese s0ttl crs . 

Th s1:, early set tlers sent money home and s~ttled down 
co~fort ~bly - though not without some opposition from the 
to wnsfolk. But the Chine se he l d on to their cultur and 
tri •d t o k0e p themse lvus to tl'::l-msc lvcs. At the se.mG time, 
t hL- Iri sh pota to f ami ne bro ught in Irish i mmigrn.n ts and 
m ny Iri sh girl s interrn.n.rri d with Chinuse m1:;n. Businesses 
were start d, the Chinos wo r ked long hours and l a undries 
s pr ~ng up - increa sing at ono time to over 100 - now only 1 
r v~ i ns , c~t ring having taken over from w~shing. 

From t hose e- rly d -ys the Chinos community h s expanded 
and becom part of our co smopolitan City, while still ro­
t nining t he anci0n t cultur and tradi tion. It is hoped 
t ha t th Pagoda Club will keep a live these traditions among 
the pr e sent gen~ration and, maybe, give the people of our 
City a grea t r unde r standing of the Chinese living here. 

It was an a l toge the r intGresting evening , Mr. Edwa rds brought 
slides , nd photogr a phs of old Liverpool and we could have 
li s t ened to him fo r anoth r hour - but a l a s, time rules a ll, 

E.Q. 
J UMBLE SALE -

Our one big fund-raising effort of the ye~r 
will be held in the Chapel Hall on SATURDAY 23 APRIL 2 pm, 
Mr s . McKenzie of 7 Grange we int, who organises this event, 
a sks for as many member s as possible to com0 and lend a hand, 
Sorting will t ake pl ace on the evening before, starting abo~ 
~ p .m. Goods to sell ar e also required and can be collected 
if n~ces sary . Pl ea se contact Mrs. McKenzie 428 - 2938 any 
evening or the Se cretary. 

YNOTTY CROSS -

the planning 
lawn of this 

A successful 
application for 
listed bui lding 

conclusion we think - in that 
a block of flats on the front 
has now been withdrawn. 



YORK COTTAGES LAND - There is good news here too,(dare we 
say this after so long?) we have been successful in gain­
ing the interest of the Environmental Programme Unit ( a 
part of the Planning Dept.) in the plan drawn up last year 
by M.I.H. The scheme has been agreed by the Highways and 
Environment Committee of the Council, it will now go before 
the Policy and Finance Committee and finally, we hope, be 
approved by the City Council on April 20th. Keep an eye on 
this t atty space - if all goes well work could be starting 
here quite soon. 

LONG OVERDUE SUBSCRIPTIONS - To those few who have still 
not paid their dues (a RED CROSS on your label· will once 
again remind you) we are afraid that this must be our last 
communication with you. We shall be sad to lose you but 6 
months grace is twice the length of time allowed by our 
Constitution - PLEASE send them this week. 

DISCO AT CHEZ PHILIPE - We have been receiving reports 
from our members in Acresgate Court of noise and rowdiness 
in the early hours of the morning made by people leaving 
this newly-opened disco - any other residents who may have 
been affected are asked to get in touch with Mr. L. Symonds 
of 46 Acresga te Court tel; 428-~128 or t he Secre tary , 

VILLAGE GREEN - . . The saga of the Village Groen and the City 
Solicitor's refusal to agree that it is R Gr00n continues. 
At present our Solicitor member Mr. ~Jheeler is preparing 
to vi sit people who can remember it being use d as a Green 
for moro t han 20 years and record th ir memorie s. Please 
will our older residents cast ba ck their minds and let t he 
Secreta ry know if he may call on them . Any Green-like 
activities will serve - like drinking wa t er from the 
fount ain, sitting on the seats admiring the flo wers or 
watching the pigeons. We don't want it to loso its s t 2. tus 
do we ? 

NE~S FROM OUTSIDE OUR AREA -
Nos. 93 & 95 Shaw St . bo t h 

li s t ed buildings, were r e cently d molished by t h~ fi r m who 
had permission for flat conversion. They wer e fi ne d ,'--5(10 
by t he Stipendia ry M~gistra te after a successful 
prosecution brought by the Planning De pa rtment. 

S. M.L. 8.4.1983. 
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