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Next meeting -

N O R T O N P R I O R Y 

by 

S A R A H M ULDOO N. 

Director of Norton Priory Museum 

MONDAY, J ULY 25th a t 8 p. m. 
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Vi s itors welcome - 25p. 

Te a l Op . 



- thiDk our r.1 ewbers will agree that we are blessed in our 
City with a Recreation and Open Spaces Department who a re 
determined to enhance our environment with every kind of 
6arden delibht despite threats of vandalism. We were very 
glad to welcome · ·r. Gardiner from the Department at our 
last meetin • on ·ay 16th - he is the Curator of our Botanic 
Gardens and cane· to ta.Th" a.bout 'Trees and Shrubs for the 
small garden.' I n fact his subject turned out to have a 
wider range e.nd he enthralled us all, not only with his fluent 
and entertaining delivery but aiso with his excellent slides. 
Ue susgested that we should have a more dynamic approach to 
our rtardens and not be afraid to discard shrubs or trees which u 

have over gro\.111 to the extent that they no longer fulfil their 
purpose i n our r eneral plan. 

;',.e tol us that we are more fortunate than we reo.lise a.s our 
clima te is such that rimny plants from all over the world have 
o. apt ed to it e,i vine; us an extremely wide variety. II e showed 
us slides frou exotic places like China where dwarf rhodo
dendrons and azalens cover the hills a s heather covers ours. 
Loi1t; Latin na;nes tripped fro1 his tongue as we listened in 
adniro.tion , but he cave us too the co1.1mon n.a.mes and mn.ny of us, 
T :;-ioted, were busy scribblL1c dO\m nahles on odd scraps of 
paj_)er ! ay our own efforts match the beauty of those shown 
o .. t ' e sli des . 

r . Gardin.er, c. s we always discover with pleasure when we have 
c. 1 r ardcning I eveninr; , was full of enthusiasr,1 and answered the 
r. 2.n questions with endless pnticmcc and e,ood hw our. Members 
• resent stay c: on too to chat to ea ch other and iilull over their 
suc cesses an . fc ilurcs - al tobcther n. dcli6htful evening. A.L. 

rs • . uldoon, t he new Director of t h e :jusewn 
o.t Por to: Priory , is co ,1i ;1c t o speak to u ::; and show sli des of 
-~1t.:: excuvo_tj_oi1s beil1c carried out near ·ctmcorn. to fool 
ao-~-<'ide:1t s..½o will arouse such i nterest tl1c.t we shall be o.ble 
'.:-o ~ lo.n ru. ou.tiz1::.., there next year . 

'.ac cxtc ~:::;ivc excavations have U2.1covcred the r emai ns of the 
r ~i ovcl 1;:tior;,r and ;rs . :uldoon will reveal to uo whe.t tho 

_r iory wc.s li!.:o ..,_lld somcthinc of tho lifu lived there fro1,1 the 
)~~·J.y 12~h t o t ho oarl y 16th century . Few discoveries nro 
r·cill bcn,1 ,.m,: c a.:i1d it is a t hrillinc; event wl1i c;.1 we o.re 

::.."ivtl~,_·ec t o ~i :::ve m1 our doorstep. 



COli110NS ID~GISTRATION ACT +~- -
On Friday 24th June th0 Chief 

Commons Commissioner, 1: r . G.D. Squibb, 11 . v . o . , Q. C. came from 
London to St. George's Hull to hear e.bout the ca se of Gateacro 
Groen and the Lodes Pond in \Joolton. 

You ,.rill recall that in 1968 li r . Richards, a local resident, 
had ree;istored both the Green and the Lodes Pond a s 11 Vil l age 
Grcons11 under the Commons Registration Act of 1965 _ fearing 
for their future . The then Town Clerk, Stanley Holmes, had 
ma.de obj ection to the registro.tions on the grounds thut neither 
cowplied with the definitions a s l a id down in the I.et - hence 
tho visit froH I: r . Squibb to settle the dispute . 

t: r. Richo.rds ho.d o.sked for the help of liiss Gnosspolius, the 
IIon. Sec and ,i r . Hh cele r - the Solicitor member of our 
Committee who r evealed that ho had sor.10 knowledge of this 
r ather obscure l q;lisla tionf a nd some considerabl e tirne wa s 
spent in r esoarch propqring both these cc..ses. 

The arGumont fo r Ga t eacrc Green relied (1) on the f ac t tha t in 
1887 the land was given to the inhabitants of the villo.£e by 
Sir /,ndrow Bn.rclo.y Hnlker of Ga t eo.crc Grance ( we have a copy 
of th e deed) and it is 2.ctually _s;o.lled a "Villa.go Groen" on the 
bronzo pa.ncl a t the r ec.r of Queen Victoria 1 s str,tuo and (2) it 
has been ua0d for" ••• l awful sports and pastimes for not loss 
thn.n 20 yec..rs ••• 11 which is ono of the definitions in the /tc t . 
I n this we wor e 6reutl:r i ndebt ed to some of our munbcrs Emd 
fri ends whoso iJOi,10ri c s wo;1t bnck to before the f irst \! orld \-!nr . 

\!o undcr s t nnd from th e Commissio;.1or 1 s Clurl;: tha t it may be some 
woolcs or even uo:Yths before we h oo.r the decision - uon.nwhilc wo 
WJ.i t pati ently, c l o..d t ha:t. ; :r . nicho.rds o.sl~od for our help a s we 
now lcnow qui t o 0. bit more D.bout our local history tho.n we did . 

/\.propos of t h is stntuo tho Consorvc.tion 
D?po.rt .. ent L1 tho • :usc ru:1, who woro responsi ble for its r cfur
bisl!1o1ont , h8.Vc j_)roviclocl us with so,'o spocio.l 11icryst2.lli;.10 w2.,.,'C 
i)oli cll which they s2.y should be o.ppliccl to protoct thG broi1zc -
prcfor Qbly L1 1,mru1 woo.thcr . \!0 wonder if some of our members 
will volunt eer to wo.sh her down 2.nd 6ivo her thi s cosnotic 
t roo.t mont 9 /1.ny offers to tho Sccrota.ry please . 



YORK COTT_\GES Lt,rJ]2 -
----~ In our last Newsletter wo wer0 feeling 
so optiu.i stic and happy tha t a solution to this yenrs old 
probleQ seeQed in sight, we mi ght have known tha t something 
would happen to drop a spanner in the works . 

If you remember , . the scheme had ?e~n ac;r ecd by the Hi ghways t< 
Enviroru110nt Comrni ttec and was wa.1 ting for the approval of the 
Policy c~ Fino.nee Commi ttce before Going before the City Council 
itself en _pril 20th . Eventually both the se hurdles wore 
surmo1..uitcd but then we had the llunicipal Election and landed 
bo.c!c in squar e one . Our new Council is currently reviewing 
all expenditure a~r eed by the previous Council and in the mean
time all funds have been frozen (this also applies to the scheme 
for the land opposite St . Stephen 1 s Church). 

At the snne tirae we hear th et t the Dopa.rtment of the EnvironIJent 
(frow whom the ooney will co to the Council) arc sa.yinc; that the 

Yor~<: CotktGC S scheu1e is not fulfi lling such n pressinc; socinl 
need as so:.10 of the other plans passed for outer a.ran fundinc;, 

\!o arc put-tinr our c2.se o. s persuasively as possible but sadly, 
unl ess ,w cc._ 6e t the D. O . E. Partnership r oney released soon and 
wor_: started, we will miss the f, utu.n n plnntint:; s eason. 

t •": ·Bi~im:rp ----· . -
_ t the l a st count we ho.d 305 pa.id up members and 

i r s , Bee ? the ; • ember shi p Sccretnry , would like to sec this 
i nc:.: .. e2.sed to o.. t least 350 this yea r . \!e arc cnclosinE, un 
l\.p;_Jl i c, _tion Foru with er..ch tJowslcttcr a.nd c..sk you to pass it on 
to u fri end or nGi &,hbour who you think would be interested in 
joinin,· the Soci et y . He cannot stress enoue;h tha t our 
cr ecii 'uili t y o.nu i nfluence is i ncreased i n proportion to our 
r,1..u bers, so PLE. _S.1~ do your best to brim ' i n r.. new rnornber. 

:Sccr..usc of our experience 1_~0.ined 
~t , o . 2 P:-i_r-,_dise How in the wr..tch:io.kor 1 s worl~ shop , on the 28th 
Ju:1() we uoro invited to accoiJ]:Xmy 1·rs. Scnrl~nd of t h e 1!orth 

est Civic Trust on nn excursion to Portico Lerno , St . Hel ens. 

•VJ Cottc_c c i s ::i. Ji ttle bric1.c double-fronted hou se of l o. t o 18th 
cu~tlli:'Y c:1 ·:1·2.ctcr ,.nd on the no1·th GL.bJe end is a. lcun ... -to 
r. _r..u tion ,nth , ~-,_ t the upper l evel, n very obvious lone wor!~shoP 
,i..:.nG.ow . ~·citho:r house nor wor!(sho1J ( r ench "d bv n vertic:11 
l , , -, f .p V .., L. 

-- .uc..e_:_ ro 1 wlG shud bolo1.1) h2.vo boon "T~or,orni r,od", nnd though 



the Merseyside ./\rchaeological Survey knoYs of the presence of 
the yorkshop the building has not been "listed" by the D. o .E. 
nor investigated by industrial archaeologists. lttention was 
drawn to this survivor of our industrial heritage by the life
long tenant (follo\ling a change of o\lilership) und Mrs . Scarlo.nd 
hopes to cet the building listed, investigat ed and recorded in 
the near future. 

PL!JrnI NG APPLIClTJ.Q.li§ -
r;enbers Yill have seen on the t, otice 

Boord the recent application by G. H. HcNeile f: Son Ltd., for 
permission to build 16 flats in two 2-storey blocks at the top 
of Sandfiol d Roo.d in the builders yard. It is proposed that 
vehicuiar access should be fro□ Glanville Close, access to the 
flats and cnr parking would be on the far side of the two blocks 
a.way froo Sandfield noad. The draYings for this schene can be 
seen at the counter on the first floor ~t the City Planning 
Office in Wilberforce House , 25 The Strand - any observations 
should be ma<ie to ··r . E.S. P. Zvans, the City Pla.nnin6 Officer. 

KNOTTY cnoss -
On the 24th .1ay outline planning permi ssion 

was 5iven for the conversion of the industrial preuises a t 
86, Halewood Hoad into 10 fl o.ts. i eo.nyhile we note thc.t the 
whole property is now up for sale . 

F0:lTIIC0,r.:U!G EvmrTs -
:ri ss LythLloe hus plans well advanced for 

our year ' s activities •••• 
Septembe_!: - it i s hoped to arrange r.. tour of our two Cathedrals 
buided by Professor J . N. Turn, Roscoe Professor of Architecture, 
University of Liverpool • 

.0~~ - will be the f..nnual General t1 eetine, . 

J:ov~m .. ~ - Niss J e..net Gnosspelius is co1.1inc with her slides to 
t nlk t o us ~bout Georbinn Liverpool . 

Jnn_~arx - Dr . Carl w~rner will t ell us about the G~t oncre he 
rrnJcL1bers when he first came 50 year s ago . 

S.H.L. 10.7.83. 
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T H E GATE ACRE S O C I E T Y 

Registered with the Civic Trust for the No r th Wes t 
Registered Charity 1,10: 508024 

A P P L I C A T I 0 11 FOR M E M B E R S H I P 

Chairman: l',1r . Tony ~cCann , O.L. Jun . School, Hedgefield Rd . 
Eon . Sec: Tirs Sylvia Lewis , Grange Lodge, Grange Lane 
fuembership Secg rers . Sheila Bee, ' Velova ' , Grange Lane 

A I M S 0 F T H E S O C I E T Y 

Tel: 
II 

II 

487 
428 
428 

- 9301 
3671 
5497 

l, To stimula~e public interest in Gateacre Village and the surr ounding area. 

2. To promote high standards of planning and architectur e in the area. 

3 . To secure t he preservatio_n, conservation, development and i mpr ovement 
of features of general public amenity, and of features of historic and 
public ir.terest in the area 

And in furtherance of the above purposes to hold meetings, lectures and 
exhi bitions e tc . , to promote r ese arch and publish reports, papers and 
othe r lite r ature. To make surveys and prepare maps and plans and 
collect i ~form ation in relation to any place, erection or building of 
beauty or hi storic interest in the a r ea . 

The Soci e t y was formed in 1974, has been gro wing ever since and now has 
just over 300 members - the gre ater our membership the 
i nfluence can be so wil l you join us and hcl to look ? 

To. 'I'ho Mumbc rship Sccr"'tary - Jlllrs • 
s . Boe, 'Volova', Grange Lano, 
Gatcacr e, Liver poo l 25 . Tel : 428 - 5491 

/ apply for membership of The Gateacr0 Society and enclose 
I We Th Gatcacre Society, please) . (Cheques payable to o 

£ .•• • ••••••• 

Name ( s) M.r / Mr s/Ui s s ....... . .. ............... .. .... (BLOCK Capitals pl0ase) 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
..... ..... ... ... ...... .... .... .. .. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES : 
Life Member 

Individual 

Family membership 

Pensioner, student or Chil~ -

Date •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

f.20.00 

£1.00 
£1.50 

50p. 

NOTEi Plus postal charge if 11-ving outside the hand-delivery area - ~l. 

S .M.L. 5 . 7. 83 . 
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