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THE CARE AND RESTORATION OF PICTURES AT 

THE WALKER ART GALLERY 

by 

MR . JIM FRANCE 

Mr. France - formerly of The National Gallery, London - is 

in char ge of t he car e , conserva tion and r estora tion of the 

City ' s very fine collection of pictures , and he will tell 

us, with s l ides, about hi s work . The Wal ke r Art Gallery 

is of particul ar i n t er es t to us i n Ga t eacre being given to 

Liver pool i n 1874 by Sir Andrew Bar c l ay Walker of Gat eacre 

Gr ange when he was Lord Mayor. 

TUESDAY, 26t h MARC H 1985 a t 8 p . m. 

Gat eacre Chapel Hall , Sandfield Ro a d. Visitors we lcome 

ADVANCE NOTICE - the next meeting - on some aspect of 
ga r dening will be on 16th April. 



ENLIGHTENED EDWARDIANS & VISIONARY VICTORIANS - On the 20th Nov• 

Mrs . Ann Coombs asked us t o i magi ne we wer e back in the days 
of Queen Victori a and go out with her to look a t some of the 
bui l dings recently er ected . Firs t we saw f a ctory buildings and 
houses built by men whose inter es t was co s t/profit rather than 
aesthetics , like Johnsons the dr y c leane r s i n Bootle (I wonder
ed if she knew that he lived in Beaconsfiel d Ro ad?), houses in 
Bi r kenhead with no windows a t the back , Eden Pla ce in Black
bur n where t he terra ced houses we r e buil t round a square of 
open ground on which wer e t he sha r ed pri vi es an d Streatham st. 
in London with its Queen Anne f r ont and Mar y Anne behind. 

We t hen saw what men of a different char a cte r had built for 
t heir workers - Samue l Greg the Unitarian , who built a cotton 
mill a t St ya l in 1784 with good houses for hi s spinner s and 
a pprent ices• Dr . Ludwi g Mand of Brunner Mand (l a t er I . C.I.) 
built mode l houses for bi s workers i n ~or thwi ch (again I 
wonder ed i f she knew tha t Sir John Br unner l i ved a t Drui ds 
Cross? ). We looked a t one of t he fi r s t industr ial villages , 
bui l t in 185 3 by George & Jame s Wilson , sons of t he foun der of 
Prices Candl es , who built a chape l , school and t wo hospitals at 
Br omborough Pool as we ll as house s with i nt e r nal W. Cs - a l most 
unhear d of i n t hose days . 

··e pa ssed t hrough Birkenhead Park , designe d by Sir Jo seph 
P~xton 1843 - t he idea for t hi s fir s t P0opl e s ' Park in t he 
wor l d bei ng conceived i n t he nearby Woodside Hote l. We heard 
about t he wo r k of anothe r i novat or villiam La ird who employed 
an Edi nbur gh architect J ame s GillGspi e Gr aham t o pr e par e pl ans 
fo r l aying out t h6 n w ton of Birk~nhea d . The wor ker s houses 
we r e to be stone f aced and of high architectural quali ty -
Hamilton Squar e & part of Mortimor e St . a r e a l l that r omai n. 

rvrr s . Coombe s to l d us about J ohn Ruskin , his inter es t in Go t hic 
archi t ectur e and hi s i deas t ha t ever yone should havo a ccess to 
natur e , wor k with t heir hands a t some craft fo r pl aa sur e and 
t ha t buildings of mer it shoul d be save d fo r post ~ri t y . We saw 
hi s Schoo l of Dr awi ng a t Oxford enriche d with carvings of 
&ni mals and pl ants and looked a ~ some t errace d houses showing 
his i nf l uence . She tol d us of t he Pr ~- Rapbae lite Br other hoo~ 
of t he 1850s - Bur ne - Jone s , wm . Morri s , Holman Hunt & Rosetti-



of the 1850s - Bur ne- Jones , Wm . Mo r ris , Holman Hunt & Rosetti _ 
their admiration for Ruskin and how a new s chool of ar t had 
emerged with houses being built of local mater ials as the Red 
House designe d by Philip Webb for Mo r ris . We saw textiles 
designed by Mo rris , based on flowe r s growing by the river at 
Oxford and wall paper too - some of which still sur vives at 
Speke Hall . 

Garden Suburbs came next - Ebine za Howard ' s at Le tchworth & 
then Wavertree . We heard the story of Port Sunlight where 
Lord Leverhulme, under the influence of Philip Webb and Josiah 
We dgwood laid out his exciting e state of wor kers houses 
where he u~ed so many of the eminent architects of the day. 

We ended this fascinating tour in the present day , at the 
Garden Festival with an exhibition of the r e habilitation of 
old t erra ce d houses and an English country garden with a 
ga zebo which would have gladdene d Wm. Morris's hear t . Thank 
you so much Mrs . Coombe s - please come back one day and t a lk 
to us again . 

'ENVIRONMENT WEEK', 27th April - 6th May . 
This period has 

been des i gnat ed Environment Week by the Civic Trust in London . 
The idea i s for soci e ti e s , a ll over t he country, to mount a 
si multaneous programme of event s desi gne d to hi ghli ght t he 
wo r k of t he amenity movement as a whole , so bringing home to 
t he gene r a l public j us t how much t he na tion owe s to them . 

The Civic Trus t will organi se publi city on a na tiona l and 
regional bas i s and have written to ask how we i nt end to 
colcbrdto t he occasion . The commi t tee have given t his some 
t hought and come up with t he f ollowing i d0as -

1) Satur day April 27th - tidying up t he Village Green and 
givi ng t he Queen Victoria memorial it s annua l wash and coat 
of protective wax . 

2) A ' How we ll do you know your neighbourhood ' Qui z . Thi s 
wi l l bo base d on architectura l fea ture s, genera l obscr v tion 
and knowl edge of loca l hi s tory . Ther e will be pri ze s and 
i t i s hope d tha t members and t he ir fri ends will enter, and 
we a l so hope t ha t the Comprehens ive School will t ake part in 



this event. We hope to announce the winners at a meeting 
in the Chapel Hall sometime during the week and we are also 
hoping to have slide s showing the answers. 

3) A Brighter Business, Premises competition is to be held. 
The idea being for shops and other businesses in the 
Conser vation Area to enhance their frontages with hanging 
baskets, window boxe s etc. Judging will be on-going through
out t he summer with prizes being awarded at the end of the 
season. 

4) On Sunday 5th May we are fortunate in having Michael 
Chitty to conduct a Ga t eacre Walk. If you would like to be 
i ncluded i n t he party perhaps you would be kind enough to 
l e t t he Secre t ar y know. 

5 ) As you know Liver pool has recently been re-surveyed by the 
Department of t he Environment . We are hoping to have several 
mo r e buildings li s t ed in Ga t eacre and if the new list is 
avai l able in time we will circulate the additions to members, 

We st r ess t hat t hese a r e t ent a tive idea s at the moment but 
we wil l kee p you i nforme d. 

J UMBLE SALE - .Ami ds t a l l t hi s excitement please remember 
t he Socie t y ' s annua l money r aising event - Saturday 18th May, 
VJe would like anyt hi ng sal eabl e you no longer want and, if 
it is possi bl e ,l hour of your time fro m 1.45 to 2.45 p .m. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, NAMES & ADDRESSES - We under s t and tha t we 
have a ske d one or t wo member s for t hi s year ' s subscription 
when i n fa ct t he se have a lready been paid - we do apologi se 
s i ncer e ly . We s t il l s0em to have a f ew subscriptions which 
ar e out s t anding - PLEASE he l p us by s ending these to t he 
Member ship Secretar y , Mi ss Lythgo e 168 Ga t eacre Park Drive 
a s soon a s possi bl e so t ha t we can concentra t e on t he more 
i mpo r t ant wor k cf t he Soci e ty. Would you a l so l e t her know 
if any of your names and addr ~sse s ar e f aulty then t he se 
will be corrected in our next mail-out. 

POLICE LI ASON FORUM -
The next Forum will be he ld in 

~col t on on a dat e ye t to be arrange d. Thi s will give 



POLICE LIASO~ FORUM -
¼e understand that the next Forum 

is to be held in woolton on a date yet to be arranged. 
Thi s will give members the opportunity t0 ask the police 
questions about t affic, beat policing, the home watch 
scheme , under age drinking and particularly the discos 
which cause us so many problems. When we receive firm 
information about the date , time and place of the next 
meeting we will display it on the Society's notice beard. 

/i , AL,, l iC. 'l'C U', (li' J .c..1,U0AL.:.;1· -
On the 20th Feb. Mr. Plotkin 

took us for a tour of Jerusa lem and with the help of a map 
was able to show us the ancient city within its walls. With 
bis beautiful slides we saw ancient buildings , pa l a ces, 
templ es and the ma~y different gates. The Lion Gate which 
has lions carved in the stone of its walls, similarly the 
Herod' s Gate or Flower Gate is enriched with carvings of 
flo wer s . The Golden Gate a ffords direct a cces s to the 
Templ e Mount, and the Dama scus Ga te - so named because it 
fa ces towards Drunas cus - l eads into the old City. Most 
of t he buildi ngs we re built when Herod rule~, but a ll tha t 
i s l eft of Herod's second Temple i s t he Wes t ern Wall, 
be tt er known to us a s t he "Wailing Wall" where j amme d into 
it s crevices are thousands of note s of pr ayers. 

The old walle d city i s consider ed to be one of the bes t 
preser ved medi eva l citie s in t he worl d . J er usa l em has it 1 s 
own physica l beauty, a t sunset when t he colour of the s tone 
glows with an e t her ea l light, or when t he fir s t r ays of t he 
ri s i ng sun trans form t he s tones i nto t he proverbi a l "Golden 
City". Bor.uty i s also to be seen i n t hese ancient 
bui ldings ns we ll as a s trong a t mosphe r e of t he hi s t oric 
past . Thank you wr. Plotkin f or thi s exce llent gui ded t our. 

TREES - .. h f h c· . T t th t t h • fE ~C. ;o ear rom t e ivic rus a o maxi mum i nc 
f or f e l ling n, prot1,.;c t cd tr00, on suinmnry convi c t ion , i s now 
£2,000 so before any t r ee work i s done do m~ko sure t h~ t -~ permi ssion i s obt a i n1,.;d from th~ City Planni ng Officer. 

HEM I1rn~R - Member s ( ? ) who so subscription i s awaited wi l l 
find a RED SPOT on t hoir News l etter s - pl ease s0nd i t now. 
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