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Grange Lane. 

NEW YEAR ~EWSLETTER 1986. 

Next meeting -

O.L.A. School 
Tel: 487-9301 
Grange Lodge 
Tel: 428-3671 

TREASURES OF THE E~GLISH PARISH CHURCH 

by 

~OIDJ DEWSNAP B.A. 

, Mr. Dewsn , w o as long standing members of the Society 
will know~ is ~n excellent speaker; he is a past Vice
C~~irman of th Victorian Society and familiar to many 
members fr. ur Gateacre Walks . On this occasion he 
wijl 1>e lookin (with slides) at some of the outstanding 
architecture ad furnishings of our Parish Churches, and 
he ha o~ised to include some local oxamples. 

TUESDAY, 21st J.AlJUARY 1986 Chapel Hall, Sandfield Road . 

Visitors we lcome - 25p . a t 8 p.m. Tea & biscuits lOp . 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR SUBSCRIPTION YET? 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS - The Membership Secretar y , Mi s s Ly thgoe says 
the number of subscr iptions received (due at the A.G. M. last 
October ) i s well down compar ed wi t h l a st year . Please will 
you send them to her as soon as po s sible - 168 Gateacre Park 
Dr i ve . The r a tes r emain the same as t hey were when the 
Society first star ted in 1974 ! namely -

£1. single, £1 . 50 family and 50p. pensioners and students 
PLUS £1 towar ds postage f or tho se living outside the hand 
deliver y ar ea . 

ENVIRONMENT ~1EEK - The Civic Tr us t has declared 3rd-llth 
May Environment ~eek , and has asked u s what events we will 
be holding t hi s year. Thought s so f a r include a Gateacre 
Society/ Voolton Society walk down Beacon sfield Ro a d; a Cubs 
clean- up of the Vill age Green; a r e t urn match with t he 
Wavertree Society in a Liver pool Hi s tory Qui z ; pre senta tion 
to Barry Kelley of a pl aque by t he Mer seysi de Civic Socie ty 
for hi s r ehabili tation of Dr uids Cro ss ; an Exhibition 
organi se d by Mr s . Scarland of t he North Wes t Civic Trus t and 
po ssi bl y another Bright er Busine ss Pr emises compe tition (if 
we can get sponsor s ). 

KNOTTY CROSS, HALE 700D ROAD - Th h t "ll b er e ass 1 een no 
decision t aken by t he City Counc i l about t he pro pose d b lock 
of fl at s i n t he front gar den of t hi s now de li s t ed house. We 
have agai n written to t he City Pl anning Off ice putting for
war d our ob j ections to t hi s s cheme and hope to have more 
news of t hi s appl icat i on shor tly . 

28 GATEACRE BROW -
ffi a r e so ver y glad to s ee t he r ehabil i t 

a tion wo r k bo i ng carri e d out in t hi s i mpo r tan t bui ldi ng -
i mpor t ant not onl y to Ga t eacrc but t o Livor pool too as i t i s 
t he earlies t kno,111 buil di ng (1889) t o be dosigne d by t he 
architect W. Aubr1-.:y Thomas some t wenty year s before he 
desi gne d t he Royal Li ver Buil di ng . 

ftJijiUAL Grn1ERAL M ETI 1G 22 . 10 . 85 . -
Fo r tho se member s who 

v1E; r e unab l e to be pr esen t a t t hi s mee ting we enclo se a copy 
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of t he Se cretary ' s report showing some of the work of the 
socie t y during the last year. Please give some thought to 
the l as t paragraph - we have had no volunteers yet . 

JUMBLE SALE - It may be a little early to be thinking of 
Spring Cleaning but please keep in mind that if you have 
unwant ed gifts, household ar ticles of any sort, books etc . 
(these seem t o sell better than clothes ) we nee d them fo r 
our annual money raising sale, probably in May . 

MINUTES OF THE LITTLE WOOLTON LOCAL BOARD - Mi Bo l 
ss rrows ca e 

has been extracting items of inter e st from t hese Minute s in 
t he Liver pool Record Office and be low we offer you a sample 
of t he account of t he first year ' s wor king of t he Bo ard . 
Please l e t us know if you find t hi s sort of pr ecis of the 
~ i ngs on of t he L. i .L.B. inter esting . It has been 
suggest ed t hat we might do t his in co njunction with t he 
Woolton Soci ety who would r eport s i mil ar s t age s in t he 
pro gress of cleaning up t heir patch , which was even mo r e 
yukky t han ours ! (they s aid it, not me) . 

The L. t~ . L.B . was formed in 1867, t he fir s t mee ting t aking 
pl ace at t he BULL I NN on Tuesday 19th Februar y 1867 when 
t he fol l owi ng we r e duly elected member s of t he Bo ard -

Mr . Wil l iam Benne tt 
Mr. Thomas Gore , builder . 
Mr . Thos . Wm. Harrop, cotton bro ke r of Gr ange Lane . 
Mr. Wm . Gr een He r bert, arti s t & picture deal er, El m House , 

Hal ewoo d Ro ad . 
Mr . Henry J ump, f ar mer & corn merchant , The Woo dlands , 

✓oo d Lane. 
Mr . Cha s . ;alford Ke llock, shipowner, Rough Gr a!lge , Gr ange 

Lane. 
Mr . Amb r ose Lace , solicitor , Thro s tles Nes t , Bel l e Val e Rd . 
Mr , .Andr ew Bar clay 'a l ker, The Grange , Ro se Iiro w. 
Mr , Jolm Hey s il son , br ass fo unde r & Chai r man of the 

Liver pool To wn Council' s Wat er Committee , Lee Hall . 

Ambro se Lace wn s elected Chairman and Mr . H, \v. Col lins 
(pr -sumab l y a solicitor) electe d Law Cler k . 
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These were all men of means and would, as we shall see, help 
to make Little Wool ton as we see it today. 

On the 25th February 1867 Committees were forme d -

Sewer age & Li ghting - Messrs Bennett, Wilson, Jump & Herbert, 
Building - Messrs Gore, Lace and \~alker. 
Finance - ruessrs Kellock, Harrop and Walker. 

Mr. W. O. Whit ley was appointed Surveyor of Ro ads , Collector of 
Rates and I nspe ctor of Nuisances , a t a salary of £60 p.a. 

At a meeting on 15th April Mr . He rbert and Mr . Bennett were 
appointed to prepare bye-laws and a lso prepare a 'device' for 
the seal of the board. (Does anyone know of a copy of these 
bye-laws ? ) . 

Priority was given to Sewer a e and Draina e, and the Board 
decided to find out from Much Wool ton whose Local Board was 
establ i shed in 1866 ) details of t heir scheme for drainage 
where M. W, j oined L. \ . ( down Gate a cre Bro w and along Halewood 
Rd . ) and see if some mutual arrangement could be made. 

In June a Gener al eeting was held to set a r a te for the ye~. 
They estim ated tha t £350 was r equired, nd as the rate ab le 
value of all pro perty wa s £7, 000 a r ate of 1/- in t he pound 
was set , 
In Augus~ Mr . Collins resigned as Law Clerk and Mr. Weir 
Ander son , Gentleman (& Solicitor ?; of Childwall was appoint
ed . It was r solved to supply the Sower age & Lighting Cttco, 
with a Mi nute book, pens, ink, pape r and a safe . The survcyo 
was to l ay before each mee ting a li st of nuisances abated an, 
t ho se r equiring attention, and to report on work and co sts. 
The wate rcour ses on the ' Red Brow' we r e to be put in order 
C ool ton Hill Road?) . 

The surveyor re ported in September t hat Guido Posts were 
needed a t Moons Corner (?L \Jood End, Gateacrc Brow, Wood 
Lane and Nay lo r s Lano . 

In Octo be r it ,:as resolved t hat cinders be l a id over pathway 
and cinders & macadam be laid on Re d Brow. The Clerk wrote 
to t he Bridgcmastcr of ·vest Do r by Hundred about t he state of 
pave~ents & fo ot pat hs over No t horley & Naylor s Bridges . 
S. M.L . 9 .1. 86, 



R E S O C I E T y 11th A.G.M. 22 October 1985. 

ort for the ear 1984 85. 

t ye r 7 meetings have been held in "'7"1~...,,_,~- .....-...-.--.....1 Gateacre Chapel Hall_ 
ov. n ig ened Edwardians & Vi • 

29th Jan. Pathe News Fi" lm _ "Th" . sionary_ Victorians h.,,.. C 
26th M Gl d

. is in our time 11 • - 11,un oombes 

ar. a iolii from A to Z - Eric Brown 
16th Apl. Conservation at the Walker Art G 11 

7th May Unexpe?ted Liverpool - Fred Came:is~~y - Jim France 
16th Jly. Women in trouble - Bill Emmanuel 

We have aloo been on two outside • 
taken by coach to the Coast GuardexS~urt~ions - on the 18th June we were 
round by E a ion at Crosby wh · • Brown and on the 3rd S t b ere we were shown 
Clock Museum in Lark Lane where we h dep ~m er we visited the Motor and 
and enjoyed an excellent supper prep:re~ b;l:i~yw:~: curator Jim Baxter, 

?n the 23rd May we were challen ed b th • 
in a Liverpool History Quiz. T~is w~s h:l a:ertree Society to take part 
we were entertained with coffee and ver din Wavertree Town Hall where 
was a draw, each team scoring 40 points: good home-made cakes. The result 

The annual Jumble Sale was held in the Cb 
was organise d as usual by Mrs McK . apel Hall on the 18th May This 
everyone who helped to make the ;:nzie and our thanks must go to her and 
added to the Society's funds. a ernoon a success - nearly £100 was 

SOME OF THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

The Committee has met 6 t · • distribute d to members. i me s and 9 .New-sletters/l'iews Shee ts have been 

We co~tinue to r eceive notices of Plannin • • Planni ~g Office . Those affecting g Applica tions fro m the City 
==:;~~~~~~~~de•-~~e~D.__~{ our ar ea are considered cti • vi:,-r8R 1~ 

• 
In November 1984 an application was made by ci~ggs - tbe Feit Factory_ 

to demolish 1'fo. 20 Halewood Road and extend the factory as far as the 
ba ck garden wall of No. 18 Halewood Road. We attended a site meeting on 
the 13th November and put forward our objections to this proposal and the 
applica tion was refused. There has been an appeal against this decision, 
and the report of the Inspector from the Department of the Environment is 

aVlai t c d. 
On the 12th De cember a site meeting was held by the Licensing Sub-committee 
of t he City Council at the Ga t eacre Hall Hotel and Che z Philippe in 
connection with the licensing of Discos at t he s e premise s. A l ar ge number 
of members and r esidents turne d out to expre ss t heir obj ections, but t he se 
licence s we r e grante d. Che z Philippe ha d a fire on the premise s early in 

the new year and ha s not been open since . 
In De cember we we r e a ske d for our support by the Chairman of Belle Va le 
Leisure Ltd., the Rev. C.D. Hendricke s, in t heir efforts to ge t Belle 
Vale Park r ehabilit a t ed. It was a gr e d tha t the Rev. Daphne Ro berts would 

r epresent t he Soci e t y on t heir committee . 
We wrote i n Febr uar y to t he Mer seyside Civic Socie t y asking them if they 
would consider an awar d to Mr. Barry Ke lley for hi s exce llent r e-hab 
ili t ation of t he Dr ui ds Cro s s St ab l e b lock. e heard in August tha t t his 
had b 0en agree d, the Gat eacre Socie t y i s to be notifi e d when t he award is 

to be made . 
On t he 9t h April we attended a Police Liason Fo r um he ld in Woolton. We 
r ai sed t he prob l em of Disco s and t he nui sance t hey ha ve caused i n t he 
village, wi t hout get t ing any ver y sati sfactory answer s . 

e were askod by the Civic Tr us t to participa t e in Environment veek - 27th 
April - 6t h May . In conne ction with t hi s on t he 18th April Sar ah and 
Chri stopher Bee , Helen Si l co ck with children fro m O. L.A. School and the 



2 

Church of England school in Halewood Road washed and waxed the statue of 
Queen Victoria on the village green. This was photographed by Channel 4 
T:v-:- for a p:-ogramme 'The longest running show on earth' to be shovm on 
the 26th May . In fact our part of the film was not shown, but Mrs. Bee 
r eceive d a video cusotte of this r ecording . 

On the 27th April twelve members of the Society cleaned up the village 
~, rcmo~ing 12 bin bags full of litter. 

We l a,-..mched a compe tition for Brighter Business Premises in the village. 
This was sponso r ed by Greenall 1hitley, Bass Lancashire and the Midland 
Bank, t wo prizes being offero~ ono of £100 for the best overall display 
and ono of i50 for the most i mproved frontage. We had eleven entrants 
whose premises were photographed throughout the summer, and then judged 
by Mr. J. Muir, the former cura tor of Harthill Gardens and Mr. R.D. 
Squires, a past President of the Royal National Rose Society. The 
winners The Wi ndsor Veterinary Surgery, Halewood Road and M/s Sandra 
Sandland, 31 Belle Vale Road will receive their awards this evening. 

To ond Envi ro nment foek on the 5th May Mr. Michael Chitty took a party 
of t~enty t wo members and friends on a much enjoyed Gateacre Walk. 

In Februa r y t here had been a planning application for an extension to 
t he Nook Bar at the Gateacr Hall Hotel. This was for a new Disco and 
w0 again put forward our objections, but at a site meeting hold on the 
31st ]fay t' is was allowed, but with conditions which were found to be 
satisfactory to those living nearby. 

t:r . Quick , t he headmast er of Abbots Lea school asked for our help with 
his po rch. This was considered to b0 dangerous and he feared that the 
Counci l mo.y wish to demolish rather than go to the expense of repairing 
it. we went to sae him and provided him with evidence that the porch 
~ns list0d, and put him in touch with Mrs. Unsworth at the Planning 
o-f-f"i<--....,, _ 

o T 

In Ju110 t l:e r o- survey of L. h ~ ---~ ivorpool's listed buildings was 
dalv~ ~ n~gc d to got 6 extra items included published. We 

c is1,cd . \lo a r c not happy about this in the list, but have had 15 
the Environmen t to say so. and have written to the Dept. of 

Ono_of our dclisted buildings is Knott . 
Society's area but we fuss about ·t t y)Cross (actual~y in the Woolton 
application to buid a block of 4 ~l too_ where there is a planning 
b0ing considered. We ob jected on t: s in the front garden at present 
unsuitability so clos~ to a listed be·i~unds of over-development and 
boen dulistod we f a r for its future~i ng. Now that the house has 
r /fsko!i 
; worv, or nelp by ~tr . Ognall of Acrofield Ro . . . 

t no cntranco/exi t to E H 1.1. 11 . ad in his campaign to have 
• • vi i am s nurs ry on A f" 1 e~ al t ernative ccass made into H t C ere ie d Road closed, and 

pu t fir. iilliams out of busine und s ross Avenue. This we felt would 
ss an we wore unable to support the h 

10~11 HISTORY UNIT - sc eme. 
fe hav given help t b . 

loca l schools a ilrrs Robr,rt h O a num er of pupils from , ,. • ~ s w o was t"'king 'O, 1 
l oc~l history and wnnted informa tion ab;ut th:n h lcv:l examination in 
oducnt i on studunts and Miss Hondr· k h . c a~e, wo further 
Tomi Pl nn~1ing :1, t M::mchos ter Uni vc~~i :y ~ o is studying for her Diploma in 

A 1:.r • 4von from Halev:oo d came and copied 
and gnv thu Society four photographs of 
t h c::i.rly Y(.;r.rs of this century. 

some of our old photographs 
Gat a ero school children in 

r:o supplied Hiss Smith t h C • t h · · · · 
l1Ymcstr0y Court and Lo; r Leeify A.re ivist, with information about 
McVeig'i. i n ". id of the Vvool ton G~;d;!o F b~oklet produced by Councillor 
Social Club v·i tl i"nfo t· b c e, and Crawfords Sports and 

, . rma ion a out the Hornby f ·1 h 1· 
Cross nnd Snndown Hall, Wavertr e. ami Y w o i ved at Druids 
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Throe of t ur rwinbers :i.ttonde d Laca.l History Classes in Wool ton-, run by 
Hr. P.H. W. Bnoth, a senior lc::,cturer from the University, who has now 
st~rto d '1Il uxt e ndod course h e ld n t Ga t e acre Comprehensive School. 

Str~wbcrry Field, t l e Sa lvution Army Homo in Beaconsfield Road is to 
colbr~teits 50th birthday next yea r, and Captain Botting asked us for 
inf .r..~c..tion o.bout pa st r · sidents of the house a nd some early maps for a 
co~ 0; orutive bro chur0 t h oy aro producing. 

ta s s B rro ~ sc ~le h~ s n0w tra nscribed all the census returns for Little 
fu 0 ltc n frn ~ 1641 - 1881 a nd w are hoping to have lending copies in 

th.., nc r fut u r e . Mi s s Gnosspelius c..nd I have finished the survey of 
the Ctn Gl_JE:1v0ya rd o.nd we h c..vo a co py of all the memorial inscriptions. 

':io co::1 tinuo to ....,xch angc cwslcc:tters with our follow Societies - Sefton 
Pa r k , ;·'r-i..ll a s0y, ~l v&rtr .,e, \fost Durby and Wool ton. Sadly we fear the 
st. : iich:i t:l in the Hamlet So ciety is no more. 

L~nd e t Yr rk Cott gos the on-going saga of this piece of land in the 
contr..., 0 f ·-~ ~G villG.g,.,;1 has b cm loft t o the end as I wanted to give you 
t he up-t0 -d':l.tc nev:s . I spoke to Merseyside Improved Houses this 
morning a rid f o und out the reason why landsca ping this site has still 
not stnrtcd. It appo~rs tha t t h e occup~nt of No . 4, who claims to own 
~ strip in t he c ontrc of t h is l and has no t yet given his permission for 
t h e wo rk t gc a huo.d - so we c..re ba ck again in square one. 

I would like t o thank Tony f o r b e ing such an excellent Chairman - he is 
a t ·~ v.'o r o f s tre ngth a nd a lway s therG r eady t o give sound advice when 
n ood0d. I would a lso like t o thank members of the Committee and of the 
So ci oty f . r a ll the ir support during the last two y ears when I have 
b een b usy vith my loca l histo ry course - I couldn't ha ve manage d with-
o u t a ll t he he lp I have h ad, pa rticularly from ou 

1------ ~~'F:',t':c.,..;r ,1. v ;r . v- .. tb.o s o oi o -ty - 1 vv r'l-- :n-t '"\... o th· k 
tha t is lo~g c n oug~ b o th . Please will members in 

Spe ~_ d ~ l o t n · re time on local history . h ning oI the year I 
~, u lu tee r now a t t e ope . 

~bout this, if someone w uld ;~e ~ob n oecinot prove too onerous, it 
c ')uld show t h"'m the ropes. ;ducing the 'Newsletter an~ someone else 
c ~uld be split up e . g . s omeone _~r . 1 work - I would be quite happy to 
ntt onqing to the ~tr ight ~G~r: a ~~:ations if needed. Perhaps two 
c ntinue ccping with pla 1:'nino(asp~ith the Woolton Society) but by next 
friends could share the Job 
October this must be settled. 

Hon. Secretary 
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