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Next meeting -

B U I L D I N G N 

LIVERPOOL 
CITY LIBRA 

by SECTION 

PETER A. RICHARDSON B. Arch ., M. C. D 

An illustrated lecture explaining the author's concerns 
for designing, and subsequently, building in the context 
of an established architectural culture . 

Examples will be drawn from the author's work in Malta 
and in Liverpool, culminating in his latest project 
which is presently under construction in Gateacre Village . 

The lecture will attempt to explain the inner workings 
of one designer's architectural conceptions, expanding 
the concept of "architectural context" to encompass a 
wider view than merely the appearance of buildings. 

TUESDAY, 21st k.ARCH 1989 

at 8 p.m . 



VILLAGES OF LIVERPOOL - Our February meeting, held at our 
usual venue , was a ta lk on t he Villages of Liverpool by 
Mr . Jack Cooper , a "Blue Badge" Merseyguide. Mr. Cooper 
had very kindly stepped into t he breach at short notice as 
our advertised speaker, Mi ss Lilian Hodgetts, who was to 
t alk on The Cheshire Ring was poorly with mumps. 

Mr . Cooper t ook us through t he geology of the area from the 
Ice Age to the pr esent time, point ing out influences on the 
way villages were sited and t he materials chosen for the 
various buildings, some of which have survived to this day. 

We visited the old villages of Walton-on-the-Hill, Everton, 
Toxteth , Freshfield and Formby . In St. George's Everton we 
have an early church made wi t h a cast iron s tructure ; this 
idea was later developed and churches were mas s produced for 
export . 

In Norman times we lived in the Hundred of West Derby , so 
ca lled because it had t o sustain a hundred armed men. Such 
ar eas as Everton and Anfield wer e mainl y ca ttle gra zing 
past ures. At one time the land ro und Boot l e would have been 
cover ed by 'forest' , some ar eas being used for hunting, and 
i n f act t he Hunting Lodge of the Stanl ey ' s i s s till t here in 
Mer t on Road . The Derby's emblem of the Eagle and Child can 
be seen over the front of the Lodge . 

Lar ge ar eas of the ' Villages ' we r e laid waste during the 
second World War as Hitler wanted the do cks out of Commissi on; 
i n fact in t he area around the North Docks 74% of the houses 
we r e o liter atcd or damaged . 

At the beginning of t hi s r eport I said the meeting was held 
"at our usual venue ", this was just in case members did no t 
kno1 ner e we met - in the uppe r room a t The G~t eacre 
Ins i tute . All av~,..age of 15 p13ople a t me~tings , out of a 
mernbershi cf ove: 200, i~ n0t ver y g~ d a~d is a poor 
co liment to the q~a!ity 0 our speaLers . 

H. G. 
GA ACRE GRA:t-4GE - Having seen the pl ans for t hi s out]ine 
plannin application YTe have wr i tten to t he Ci ty Planning 
Officer objecting on the grounds t ha t t he 6 new house s 

ropo~ed_are within the cur tilage (on t he t e rraced garden) 
of this important liete building in t he Gatcacre Village 



conservation .Area. Since the Conservation Area was declared 
i n 1969 in fact no significant new development has taken 
pl ace; and while Conservation Areas are not necessarily "no 
new-build areas" there should, we feel, be some very good 
reason for allowing new development to take place - no such 
compelling reason seems to us to have been established here. 

we understand that a number of local residents are also making 
their separate objections known, and two petitions have been 
presented to the City Planning Office. 

U.P.V.C. WINDOWS - From the City Planning Office we under
stand that the owner of a house in our Conservation Area has 
had double-glazed U.P.V.C. windows fitted without the benefit 
of planning permission. We feel that, for their protection, 
we should warn all members, living either in a listed building 
or in a Conservation Area, to beware of salesmen who say t hat 
f itting new windows does not require planning permission. This 
is not true and we suggest that members keep a copy of t he 
Guidance Notes, issued by the City Planning Officer and dis
t ribute d to all houses in the Gateacre Village Conservation 
Area , handy by the front door ready to show ins istant and 
hi gh- pr es sure salesmen. If you have misla id your copy of t he 
Notes , or know of a new neighbour who may not have r ece i ved 
one , please ge t in touch with t he Secretary (or any Commit t ee 
Membe r ) who has a supply. 

GATEACRE NURSERY - The applica tion to build a bl ock of 38 
flats in Ha l ewood Road wa s grante d on the 23 r d Januar y . 
Sadly , the deve lopers are to be al l owed t o build up to t hr ee 
s to r eys ; but t he design, if adhe r ed to, will be a great deal 
be tter than tha t fir s t submi tted . Just fo r the r cor d the 
architect i s R. Howard Owen of Indi a Buildings . 

BRETT ARGH HOLT - Members f amil i ar with t he old A6 r oa d just 
north of Levens may have bebn intTigue d by the name- board of 
a house cal l ed 11 Bre ttar gh H,.,1_ t 11 , knowing t ha t this ancient 
name r eal l y b~ lon od in Li t tle ~oo l ton (now the s ite of 
Childwal l Go1 f Club in N,.J L:. :·s B•• ad ). Roccntly t wo members 
of cur Loca: His tory Un ::. t , with an hour to spar o , call d on 
the ONner s {fh losi an Si s t e r s) t o find out if ther o wu.s any 
connection . \le wo r e t old t ha t Er ttar gh Hol t, Levens -



Victor ian gentleman 's ~esidence - was built in 1871 bY, 
George Henr y Br ettar gh Yeates. e have now found out 
that he was a di r ec t des cendant of our Brettarghs of the 
Holt in Little Woolton . Jhe name Bre ttargh first appears 
as a place name about 1180- 5 , and wa s adopted as a family 
name by the 14th century . We will be sending Sister 
argaret Renshaw this information for her interest and 

records . 
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