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THE GATEACRE S O C I E T Y 

l 
r 

Reg. with the North West Civic Trust 

CHAIRMAN: Tony McCann, O.L.A. Sphool 
Hedgefield Road 487-9301 

HON.SECS: Joan and Harold Gadd, 
59 Hunts Cross Ave. 428-8884 

Next meeting -

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The 15th Annual General Meeting of The Gateacre Society 

will be held on 

TUESDAY, 31st OCTOBER 1989 

at 8 p.m. 

THE GATEACRE INSTITUTE, GRANGE LANE 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - these become due at the A.G.M. for all 
members (except those who have joined the Society since 
Jul y ). Please help our Membership Secretary by sending 

your subscription to her promptly - thank you 

Rate s: Individual £1. Family £3. Student/Pensioner £1. 

Corporate £5. All plus tl towards postage if 
living outside the hand delivery area. 

To : r s . Beryl Plent 
27 Cr an 0 e Lane 
G·,teacre or any Committee member 



CONSERVATION AT HOME AND ABROAD 
On the 3rd October an excellent talk was given to the 

Socie ty by Dr. T. D. Yeomans when a comparison was made 
between our system and that of the U.S.A. 

The .Alller icans are more concerned with preservation rather 
t han conser vation . The U. S. ter m "historic preservation" 
means just keeping the hi storic character of a building. 
When we ' list ' a bui lding f or i ts architectural or historic 
i mportance 'consent ' is required for any work, but the U.S. 
does not inter fere wi t h the r ights of private ownership in 
t his way . They pr otec t the ir hi s toric buildings by offering 
a carrot r a ther t han wielding a s tick and t hey encourage re­
habi l ita tion by tax i ncent ive s - 25% reduction . 

.Alllerica has a set of 10 standar ds which must be adhered to 
before t ax relief can be claimed and t he s e s tandards apply 
throughout all t he States . In the end it may be up to the 
Courts to decide whether a building qual ifie s for t ax r elief 
or not. On t he pr esenta tion of a scheme a St ate Reviewing 
Officer wi ll make his recommendations t o t he owner, and if 

he s cheme i s t urned down there is a r ight of appeal. 

All addi tions to buildings to be preserved in America must 
be seen t o be modern and not something done to t r y and match 
t he or iginal building . Additions such a s a r amp access for 
he disabl ed to a Car ne gie library mus t have moder n r ail ings 

and not some specially ca st to match t he period of the 
building as we mi ght do . 

we saw sl i de s of exampl es; in one a new bui l ding was 
erected on t he s ite of a hi s toric buil di ng and just the old 
fac de rotained wi t h a 10- s torey b lock of moder n offices 
built behind . In another example a whole s tree t f r ont age was 
l eft intact iith a passage behind, t hen mode r n shops , offices 
etc . , ere uil t a t t he r ear . 

e ere left wonde r ing whe t her i~ England our system, fo r 
all its f ~ults , wi l l leave us wi t h more hi s toric buildings 
for t he future . 

H. G. 
THE LAN ARK TRUST - Thi s is a Regis t er ed Charity which has 

and res t ored mor e t han 150 histor i c buil dings , t hese 



include forts and follies, castles and cottages, temples 
and towers, throughout Britain. These are all available 
for short holidays. Full details from The Landmark Trust 
shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, Berkshire, S16 3SW. Telephone' 
Li ttlewick Green ( 0628 82) 5925. 

CHURCHFIELD COURT - Our congratulations and best wishes 
go to the residents here who once again have won an award 
for the best-kept garden, chosen from other small gardens 
throughout the North West belonging to the Anchor Housing 
Association - well done Lee Park. 

OAKFIELD SCHOOL - some members have noticed and been 
worried by the demolition of the sandstone wall in Oakfi eld 
Avenue. We made enquiries and understand that the wall was 
considered dangerous and that it is to be rebuilt with a 
brick wall behind for added strengt h . 

CHILDWALL CHURCH - we are very concerned to learn of the 
proposals to alter the inside of this Grade I listed 
building in the Childwall Abbey Conservation A;re a . This 
is the only r emaining medieval church wi thin t he municipal 
boundary , and some of the suggestions ar e horrifying - the 
removal of pews, al terations to t he fabric - including 
demolishing part of the north wall to allow for t he insertion 
of new &lazed doors to a "fully glazed colonnade link 
extension" leading to a new multi-purpose hall to be built on 
t he ' bloody acre' and involvi ng the r elocation of some of the 
oldest burials . \✓e t rust tha t no decisi ons will be ma.de 
before t he fullest consulta tion with al l interested parties . 

MIDLAND BAi:~K , GATEACRE BRO\J - we hear that this r cnch is 
to clo se on the 2nd Februar y 1990, tr o businoss bcin trans­
ferred to the r efurbish6d bank in fool ton . roeam•b.ile we are 
anxious nbout the fu ture of this very good and well- liked 
buildin& in the Gateacre Village Conservation Area -
cornmendod u.3 "excellent" by Sir Nikole.us Pevsner in his book 
The Bui ldings of England for south LancP.shire. Designed in 
1~64 by ;,e i ghtman & Bullen , with great care to minimise its 
visual impact on the village, it is a modern buildi o 



classical composition, using the black and white 
tradition of its neighbours - we trust that a suit­
able new use will soon be found . 

TRIP TO HARROGATE - This year there is to be a 
coach trip to Harrogate on Saturday , 25th November 
organised by the Woolton Society . Tickets cost £6 
and reservations can be made by 'phone to Mrs . 
Jean Davies - 428 2680. The coach will leave from 
st . Peter's Church at 9 a.m . returning at 5 . 30 p . m. 

SOME NEri PLANNING APPLICATIONS - {the complete list 
of applications in our area can be seen on the Notice 
Board in the village; any comments should be sent in 
writing to the City Planning Officer, Wilberforce House, 
25 The Strand, Liverpool 2 as soon as possible) . 

10 Ga teacre Brow 

179 Grange Lane 

Land between Holt Hall 
Training Centre & Falcon 
P.H ., Caldway Drive 

to retain front sandstone 
elevation as pointed 

change of use, laundrette to 
video shop 

golf driving range with 
pavilion, bar and shop 

P 1 erston Special School , to erect 60 bed 2-storey 
Besford Road nursing home 

TREASURES OF CASHIRE --------"---- - Mr. & Mrs. Gadd attended the 
launch of this new book by Nor man Bilsborough, held at 
Ho ton Tower on 4th October, arranged by The N,rth-West 
Civic Trust. Copies of the book will be on sale at the 
A. G. • 

JUAL GEl'ERAL MEETI G - We look forwa d to seeing many 
of our meobers on this occasion. Once tr business part 
of t he meeting is over, refreshments vlill b3 available 
and e look forward to having time for informal 
discussions 1ith our members . 

S.M.L . 18.10 . 89 . 
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