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REP_?l,_{T,. QE. TI- .E EON. 0ECRETARIES , PRE8_EN TED TO -~-j...5,th ,ANNUAL : 

GEhERAL l\1E3Tilrn or THE GATEACRE 3OCIETY ON THE 
---- --- J l ST OCTO¥_R 198,9_ 

There have been seven meetings held in the Gat eacr e I nst i tute . 

22nd November -

29 th November 

?th February 

21st March 

25th April 

27th May 

l)th June 

24th July 

Jrd Octobe r 

John Dewsnap "The T reasures of Clwyd11 

Coach trip to York 

Jack Cooper , Merseyguide, "Villages of Merseyside" 

11 Building in Context ·,, Peter Richardson BA MCD 

Ann Uacphee BA "The Queens Pictures" 

Coach Trip to Llandudno and Bodnant Gardens . Both 
coa ch t rips were joint outings with the Woolton Society 

Bob Mat an 2 films "Martin Mere 1978- 79n 
"Ainsdale National Nature Reserve" 

Alan Heath , ~1anager , Gateacre Nurseries, Whiston 
"Trees and Fl owers in our Garden" 

Dr. T. D. Yeomans " Conservation at Home and Abroad" 

The se excell ent lecture s were mainly arranged by Mrs . Lothian , our Public 
Relatio1s :e cretary , with great resourcefulness . 

Ei_g_hiJI~v,sl e t t e.£§_ ha ve been publi shed . These have been folded, stamped 
and di s tribut e d b~; :.~i s s Howie, to whom we send our grateful thanks, as we 
do to all t he deliv e rers . 

La ;:; t 1Jove□be r , the Secre taries att ended a workshop meeting arranged by 
The Civic Trust uK 2000 , on obtaining funds for environmental projects. 
From t hi s ca ine the idea t o try to obtain funds to improve t he app earance 
of t he shop s in Gr anL,e Lane . An Architect, David Dackhouse has been 
instruct ed t o pre pare su itabl e ske tche s . 

Following que stions asked a t the las t A. G. M. we took up the problem of 
timing of t he traff ic lig hts in the village, and flooding in Halewood Road , 
with the City E~ i nee r , and we hope that there has been some improvement . 

Hrs . Lewis wrote t o .Bishop -:;heppard and Eddie Loyden M. P . r egarding the 
pr opo sed closure o.C Ga t eacre C of E 8chool , Halewood Road. rte have no 
def ini te news on thi s ma t te r, to dat e . 

Also in ifov e mbe r we we re in touch with Jeft ex Duilders, about their 
developm~n t in Chap e l Fields, Sandfie ld Roa d . They p r ovided us wit~ 
drawi ncs of the ir s cheme . This same firm wrote to u s again on 4th May 
sayi ng the y ha d a cquired La Girelle in Oakfie ld Ave nue , and we r~ propos i ng 
to buil d three tra ditional cottage style executive homes , n estling among 
?0unt ry styl e shrubbery and tree s . Outline planning pe rmission w~s granted 
i n June but we a r e waiting to s e e de taile d drawing s from the Architect 
David ::3ackhou se , (De signe r of Cavern '·/alks) • 

On 20t h De cembe r \Ve wrot e in support of The Calde rstone s/Wool ton 
Greenwcdge and t he seven control policies f nrmulated by the C: P . O. for . its 
ret ent ion and protection. This has been agree d by the full City Council , . 
and \/3 u r e shortly to put fo rward a pla n f or a f ur the r Greenwedge ~tre tching 
up Beaconsficl d Roa d ov e r the hill t o the Bl a ck :foods and on to Chil dwall . 

'.'le have s i nc e c o- op c rahld wit l1 The Wool ton Society againSt several . 
Pr opo sals to bu ild in t he Grecnwedge , a nd a l so wi~h t he Chil dwall Socie ty 
aft 0 r its launc h i n Apr i l about l and t he r e which is t hr eat ene d by a 
Corpora t ion se l l - off fo r hous i ng . '!le wr ot e to our Lo rd ~f the M::r, 
The Mar que ss 0 1 Sali sbu r y who conf irmed that much of this land 
Prot ' ect e d by c ov e nant s . 



~1e were happy in J a nuary to see an application forth . 
•. t -1- h . . . e conversion of £ro_'{:! 1.n o ,.,wo ouses , dividing the build· 4 Gat~e2;.c~~ 

~ ; r nallY • 1 . 
nouse 
Local History 
and ·;1ish thorn 

':L'hc nc:w O\mC: rs huve a big job in front ~~g t~ert~call?, . 
Mu ch of the history of the h h em in this listed 

. • ouse as been resear h d b th unit . We nc lcome the new c e Y , e 
r1ell . owners as members of the Society 

29 t h Jaaua ry rn wrote to the C. P.O . objecting strongl t 
On b..ccak i nt o the g,rounds of Gateacre Grange which is iny th O ~ propos:~ 
to - to build 6 houses on . the ·site• Two residents pet. t. ,e onserva ion 
Ari;a , ~ • b. . i ions were set up 
and l e tt ers ~u~po~(,1.::e our o J ectioi:is we~e_sent by the Director of the 
lr rth ''/est C1.v1.c ~ru.:.t , The Merseyside Civic Society and ur 1 d 

0 h. t • th b. , J.'i1 • oy en our 
i!.P, . T. is mat e r is nm, e su J ect of an appeal to The Department of 
Environment • 

Anothe r appeal decision a\mited is on 40, Gateacre Drow, listed and in 
the Conservation Are~ . Here the owne r contravened a plannine condition 
nd install e d UPVC w::..ndov,s . There have been other cases of UPVC 

;eplacement windows this year, and the city Planning Off icer was so 
concerned that a l e tt e r and further guidance not e s were sent out to all 
residents within the Cons:rvation_Ar:a emphasising that any change to 
buildings mu s t have planning pe rmission. 

The miss ing GATEACRE ~~gn from the corner of Gateacre Park Driv~/Woolton 
Road , was found near \/idnes and handed in to Belle Vale Police station. It 
i s now with the City Engineer in Kent Street, but we have been told it 
cannot be r efurbished, an d the cost of a ne w sign is be ing investigated. 

])u:ring the year No . 1 and No ' s 2- 5 Paradise Row (listed) were bought and 
internally wel l r efurbi s hed and most of these have now been sold. The 
dov loper , I:r . Calhoun then acquired 10, Gateacre Brow which is also listed 
and i n The Conservation Aroa, and, without _planning permission, stripped off 
the pcriched stucco , sandblas t e d the stonework, and re- pointed. We 
attended a s ite meet ing on the 18th Sept ember when the Development Coµtrol 
Sub-Committee said an Enforc ement Notice was to be served requiring the 
owne r to replace the stucco. After a second site meet ing , it was decided 
that it coul d remain as it was, providing a coat of clear silicone was 
applie d. 

On 12th April the Secre taries attended a meeting on 11Voluntary Environment 
Activi tic s 11 at The Blue coat Chambers . 

In May \'le wrote to the City Pl anni ng Of:':' icer, reminding him of the 
enforcement notice requiring the owner of 29 Sandfield Road (within the 

•• Gat0acre Conse rvation Ar ea) to r emove the white paint from the brickwork 
of the front e l evation . \!e are pleased to report that this work was done 
in Sept embe r . 

Th"' appeal de cision from the D. O, E. on hours at Gran_M_ Manor arrived in 
Jarch. The restaurant nay rarnain open until midnight Nonday - ,Jaturday and 
22. 00pm on Sundays, but the bars must close by 11 . 00pm during the week ~n~ 
10. 30pu on Sundays . Unfortunately, Council Committe e s do not seem to lia :se 
with en.c'.1 other and in Augu st, t he Licensine Sub- Committee granted a Public 
Ent crtainmont Licence whereby the ba rs may stay open until midnight . The 
new owners of this e stab l ishment a ppear to be attracting a younger element , 
resul ti t3 in an increase in l a t e night noise and disturbance. ,7e hope 
thc..t m~mbe rs will ~ t u s know i f they have problems from this source . 

Tn Ar,ril t :18_ Gat oacre Hall Ho t el applied for planning pe rmiss1.o1: for a 
two storey cxt"ons{o-n-: ·--our-great conc ern he r e is with what r emains of ~he_ 
17th ccntu y houce built by the Williamson family , which is embedded wi thin 
the Soo gian bu i ldinr; . This includas a st one door- vray, originally the 
front doo:- , 'vith - I. VI . : s . VI . 1652 carved on the lintel , w!ii?~ we very 
inuc :-i hopo ·:,ill r emain ins i t u . Aft e r a ttending a site me eting we f ee¼ mu~h 
~a.ppigr , a s th& ovm1::: r 'J.nd his a rchitect camo to a gentlemens agreemen~ with 
~h Chaim~n of tho Dev ul opmont Control Sub- Office, that the door casing 
should r cun.in in it.., orig inal position. 

EnvJrom.1,:mt '"ice k v,as hold from Saturday 22nd April - 29th. We had the 
u ua1 cl0i..:.n- up o·.r the Gre en but this year the r e sponse from me mbers was 
~ery Poor indc'-'d , only about seven membe rs of the Commit~ee turned _up . the 
t could :1chiove more i f we had more help . I have been in touch with 
s:~·ks ant,; Ga: uons .Department to see if we can get The Green generally 

"rt ened up . 



.. ul tcd i ;1 June by Tr uns porta tion Planning Associates nb 
•te were con:J - 6 . k d 1v 1 . d out th 
r ou to of the proposed r--r57 - A5 2 lin ro a • :· e r ep i~ , welcomill(, a e 
S ch ' mc vihich will all cvia.t e traffic probl ems in t t.e village , and chny 

"' h • th • 0 00 a r oute which we thought woul d a c i eve is . 

On 26th June i'.irs . Lewi s , ntt c nde d The ~lc rseyside Civic Societies A. G 14 
I.Iiki Kini , Livcrpool s Conse rva t ion Offic e r was the gu e st speaker. ' • 

Jn Julv ·:c vrnro i nvited t o moun t a n exhibition at ~~e ...Qo~ns · 
School~ for their .3umme r Fair. r.~i ss Borrovrncale , Mrs . Pl e nt, Mrs. Lewi.? 
2..nd :'iiss Gno ssp3l i u s were invol ve d , but t he r e sponse from the staff , 
and pa r ents wus ver y di sappo i nting. 

On the 15t h Septembar, we sent Hrs . Lewis to Oxford a s a del egate to th 
Civic Trust s Conc r e s s , ho l d i n Christs College . The theme being ' Visio: 
for t bc 1990 r. s ' . There war e excel l e nt speake rs and u seful di scussion 
::md ~ r : port 0 _r- this i mpo rtant confer enc e i s availa bl e for members t/;ead, 

4th Oct obl3 r, membe r s of t he Committee a ttende d the launch by The Duke 
of r, ,rntmi nst e r of The Hort h '.ie st Civic Trust ' s book " The Treasures of 
L:mcnshire a , a t Hoght on Towers , near Pre ston. 

·r he Society nlso subrai tted comme nts , sugge ste d conditions , or opposed 
applications i n a nu.inber o::: othe r ca s e s i . e . Knotty Cross where a large 
house was proposed in the e;arden . At Knolle Po.rk an extension was 
sugc,e..,tcd to the very [; Ood listed lodge . :lo we re critical of the proposed 
ex t ension at t he Be.:i.r and :Jtaf f t o some effe ct, a nd a r e trying to get the 
re - instatement of t he p i c t orial Pub s ign. 
1. pre- cast concr ete gar age was aske d f or by the Black Bull . Other cases 
thought to enhance the a r ea or pa rticula r building s, gained our 
approbc.tion. 

•_··e hnve e i ven our support to othe r Loca l Amenity Socie tie s when needed, 
:,nct .2r e grateful for th0 support of The !!Terse yside Civic Socie ty and 
the ./ orth • ·e st Civic Trust, bu t we still fee l a great sense of deprivation 
a t t he loss of the Live rpool Off ice of the N1 'CT and Elizabe th Scarland 
who knew our urea so wel l . 

1·;e \Jould l i ke to thank the Chn. inna.n for giving of his very valuable time, 
The Comfil i ttee ~embers , and a l l membe r s who ha v e helpe d in any way during 
t he y ear . 



Loco.l Sist,..,or~ Uepo, rt presentod a t the 15 th the 
G t Ocl t ld 3 A. G. 14. of a cacru ,., ~ Y ,1.., 1st October 1989 

The Loc o. l Hi.Jtory ~nit - r·rs . Lewis , M.iss Gnosspelius & rr. · 
h1w e contii:iu ·,d thcnr re s~o.rch into the history of Li ttie il;~;!o!o!~~:scale 
othar cnqmitmcnts, both in and outside the Society have allowod. 

la ss Gn0 A_ sp. elius ha s n_ ow tra_nslate d a.nd transcribed the f. 
t L t tl irst 10 years 

of the 1-Gt L1 ~-0 ~ ~ J-::J: ·l_ - ,c ' Lo.2..U_on...Q_ourt a e rs written in a mixture of 
Latin [i.11cl Sn~lisn . T~u p ape rs cover the period 1547 to 1587 and it is Olllr 

hope t h --.t t_ his work vnll have be en completed before the t A 
h · cl nex • G. M. , tocc tl10r w 1 t an 111 0 x . 

·.c now hc.v .:: copio s of all the survivine, Land Tax r e cords from 
snd ec ing ba ck to o.n earlie r dc.te , !.'Iiss Borrowscale has found 
Rentc.l~ from 1759 , held by the Record Office . So we continue 
~ill'-kno\·1l t.; dGe both ba.ck·,rards and forwards in time , hoping one 
t he, ,_,,l.o l , s t ory . 

1781 - 1830 , 
and typed 
to extend 
day to know 

,·; 0 wro tu z.bout t ~e hi s tory of 28a, b I c-J d I Ga t ea.ere B£.£Y! for Mr. McVeigh , s 
wo o] ton Annual; uncJ. then we were a ske d to trace the history of the Grange 
f-i oti~ l i n I:olmfiold Road by i'Ir . John Dewsnap for a brochure this vms 
~- t t· , fasc::.n.s.t i ng bu v e r y 1me consuming . 

Last r.:1ristmus, ~1i s s Gn o sspelius , r~rs. Lewis , ,1nd :1r. Chitty were asked 
to comraJnt on t ho ne w L_ivc .tp__Qol He ritage r'alk a book produced by Philip 
Browning of tne City Pl anning Off ice and shortly to go on •slll . 

rJe h.'.Jve continu-; d to se arch for and supply inform tion about Daniel James 
of Bunconsfic ld Eousc t o John Lowe , the biographe r of Daniel '~ grandson 
Edr:ard J .~':le s , pa tron of the arts , p,1rticularly of the surrealist painters. 

Fo:.· 3 do.ys in July we assiste d i n the archaeological dig at Childwall led 
by Ron Cowell , Me rseyside r s fie ld archae olog i s t and paid f or by the 
Burtonwood Br ewery . Find s i ncluded a Victori an rubbish tip , and , an hour 
before the digg ing h~d to cease a 17th century potsherd was discovered. 

In March we visit e d :3r e tta r_&h Holt a house near Kendal now ovmed by the 
Silusio.n Sist e rs . The y kr.e\1 little of the history of the name of their 
house and its builde r and we r e delight ed with information we gave them , 
and t o kno'.1 0 1 the c am e ction with Brettargh Holt in Little Wool ton. 

1•1e hc'l.vo continue d t o help students of all age s with their local history 
pro j J cts, 1.nd ITi ss Gnosspelius is a t pre s ent preparing a set of maps of 
Cat e(1.cr e from 1845 . These will show how the area has grown ove r the ye ars 
"nd \llll be c · ea.pe r t o r eproduc e tha n t hos e we h'.lve been using previously. 
'e l1r.v,3 a lso b~~n ablo to hell)l a numb'-' r of pe ople with their family history , 

and i:1 this e,onnecti on we a re in touch with familie s in San Prancisco 
und No'i1 Zcalo.nd . 
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