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:tackinto sh (1868-1928 ) was a central character in the most 

:.::iport.:?.n"!: Jeccr :,. t:i_vP. ~rts movement in the lata 19th and 

early 20th centuries . 

TUESDAY 2 22nd JAl.nJA..qy 1991. GATEACRE I ·sTITUT£ at 8 p . m. 

A very Happy New Year to all our members 



On t he 19th November • David Holland , an area bio l ogist 
e .. ployed by t he Na tional Rive r s Authority an organisation 
set up af er t he water undertakings were pr i vatise d l as t year 
came t o t alk to us about the quali t y of water in t he Mersey . ' 

One of t he est ways of studying this is to monito r the kind 
of l ife, i f any , present in the water . In t he ear ly 196Os 
it had been recorded a t · idnes that t he water contained no 
oxygen a t a l l there and hence no life . - this area is t he most 
unstable par t of t he r i ver bed - but now fish are to be found 
as far the r iver a s Fi ddlers Ferry . 

r. Eolland stowed us s l ides of diagrams i ndica ting the 
i mpr ove ent of t he oxygen content in t he wate r and we also saw 
pictures o mar ine life . At Crosby t here are mussels , cockles, 
barnacles , cr abs, f ish and seaweed; in fact the river and sand 
are humiring wi th l ife . I n e w Brighton too there is plenty of 
life i n t e poo ls i n t he san ds tone rock and crusta cions and bi
valves upon whi ch ea t va·r i eties of birds feed . At the Pier 
~ead sea anemonie s a re f ound on Princes Jetty - a good place 
fo r taking sa pl es as it is a t hr ee stage s t ructur e . 

Garston is still ve r y i rty with t he outfa ll from t he docks 
iscaargin into the rive r a t t i gh ti de and much rubbi sh left 

ato ton ~e fo r esho r e . At Speke and Oglet point, an . S. S. I . 
site of s ec · a1 scientific i nteres t ) t he mud f lats have been 

colonised by spartina ass and t he r ature Conservancy Council 
is rur.nin a cam aign t o kee p it down in t he interest of t he 
bird life which is importan t on a European sca le . 

·.d:e erse· -asin Campai i s t a ckl i n t he pro blem of our ciew~ ee 
poll tion and has conver t ed t he Sanden Dock into a huge sewage 

or ks . hey are r.ow building interce ptors to re place t he 13 
o tfal s after whi ch no r aw sewage will go into t he river on 
te Liverpool side . 

'r . Holland fel t t hat t he ~ers ey Barrage scheme would have 
any erits but agreed that it woul d have an effect on t he 

b·rds . He also told us that any object dropped into t he ersey 
at arrin on would take t hi r ty days to rea ch t he es tuary -
toing and froing with t he t ide . 

He ended a most interesting lectur e wi t h a plea for financi al 
help towards ·ater Aid , a voluntar y organi sation set up ten 
years ago to provide expertise and l ow t e ch . me t hods of 



providing water and sewage treatment for the t hird world. 

KNOTTY CROSS -
there ~as been an application for a nurser:,• 

for up to 50 children on these premises . In view of the 
lack of car parking here and the amount of traffic on Hale
wood Road we have asked for this application to be r efused. 

I-iOTIC~ BOARD -
e are sorry our ~otice board is ctamaged at 

present and hope to have it repaired very soon . 

HO~ARD HADDLETO - It is with regret that we have to report 
tte eat~ of Howor Hadctleto~ j· st before Ct ist~aa . Ho· ~ · 
had been a valued member of the Committee since 19E7 and his 
contribution to our work will be missed. 

OAKFIELD SCHOOL - The future of this excellent school is 
under threat,and we are doing our utmost to at least have 
the building listed (for the third time) and to get a .P.O. 
covering all the very fine trees in the grounds . 

R~CR£ATIOH GROU D, ~ELLE VAL.£ ROAD - work is due to start 
on t he 14th January on the up-grading of this valuable open 
space. Any da~aged grass areas will be reinstated, gravel 
paths will be laid and a number of trees planted, maintenance 
is assured for the next two years as E.H. • illiams have been 
awarded the contract. 

LITTER BilS - Any day now we are expecting to see 5 new 
littar bi~s in G~~nge L_ne, these w h p ~il P.n o P e 
the children from the Comprehensive School to be more tidy 
with t heir sweet and crisp packets and mean less curry and 
chip containers thrown over our garden walls . 

CO~SERVATION AREA SIG S - embers will have noticed that 
at last the City Engineer has replaced the two missing 
Gateacre Village Conservation Area signs - l in Belle Vale 
Road and the other in Grange Lane. e have no news yet of 
the replacement GAT Cfil. signs - the one outside Knotty 
Cross is looking very shabby . 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - iany thanks to all those who have paid for 
1990/1991 . PLEA~E maka sure you have your new ,embership 



~ar ds , if no t your subscri ption will be gratefully 
r eceived by ·r s . Plant our embership Secretary , and 80 
7oid incurr~ng the dreaded BLACK 3POT on your next xews 

letter . 

s .:.. .1. 10 . 1. 91. 
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