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!_}i_ E GATEACRE SOCIETY 

!_qg_ff.c?PE!..l:LY. G_c c_r..9 h 1~s_lie_port for the Yea r. l 990/9lt. 

l)Uriiig ~ho y,ao.r e ight Memb rs me e tings have been held : - f • 1 2 
qth ~Tov~mbc r J 990 The r.forsey' n. living system11 

1 • 91 11A Gl Ch David Hollan·a 
6th February 1~ n. scow ildhood" P 

2 1 1, A • 1 A h a.tricia. HcKinnon Day 
26th rto.rch 199 1 ~e r1.o. re aeology" 

'1 " Ch • 1 • Michael Royden 
30th April 19191 " cm1.cr'. s 1.n the Environment" D 

~- 11D • r . Alan Tully 
21st ,Ka,y 199 . mvs1.ng or Divining" 1 

t i~ "L • 1 t • M. Shepherd L. R. p . s. 
18th June 1991 ive rpoo odny &. tomorrow" M-

11=rie Crawford 
2~-d July 1991 i;A walk around Little Crosby" Bob Wright 
24th septenbcr 1991 ,1Th1nk you know your Merseyside" Fred. Camenisch 

rl.'ght committee 1eetings have bee n held at the Go.tea.ere Institut f h . h 
~1 gr~ t eful thc nks go to their Cha inno.n and Committee 1.·n Ne 01rtwt 1.c our ~- h ha. • e ews e ers 
have be en cir c~lo. t e d, t e~~ ve. bee~ print e d by the Rev . Daphne Roberts 
(the l ast two vypose t by ... ~:-11 ...... Wh1.tes1.d~) • They have been folded, labelled 

d di ~t,,..ibute d to our del1.ve . ers by Miss Phyllis Bowie to all 
an ° ~ ~ l d 1 . k t , go our ve-ry 
sincere thc.nks . ~e wou . 1. c o tho.nk 'Mrs . Lothian particularl:r for booki 
511ch i nt.:;rcst i ng speakers 1.n the early pa.rt of the year, . ng_ 

Shortly ,:,_fter the A. G. M. l ~st Oct ober we hea.rd thn.t the application to build. 
a 32 bedr oom hotel. n.t Grp.rurn Mn.1,1or ha d been r efused, and anothe r application 
to v,hic 1 we hnd obJ e cted , to bu1.li a. house in the garden of Knotty Cross had 
also bc,m refuse d. V✓e wr ot e to the City Planniri.g Officer welcoming the ' 
aHl ication t o convert the form r Midland Bunk building on Ga teacre Brow into 
a !L~.JJh Co,a_-t:.r.£_ "1.nd visit ed the Archite ct with sugeosted n.mendments to the 
scheme to r t ::i. in more or the cha r a ct e r of the building. These were accepted 
and incorporate d into his des ign. 

On the 14th J anu ary wo rk s t a rted on improvements to the Re creaticm Ground as 
p~rt of t he Liverpo ol Loop Line Nature Park. In the same month we wrote to 
Environment al Health 2.ski ng for 5 more litter bins in Grange Lane - we only
received 1, but unde r stand ther e is now a possibility of <lllbta ining more . 

\Ve we re asked for help by the pa r ents of children n.t Oakfield Spe cial SchoQ],_ 
threatened nith closure . The house was built in 1865 for Elkanah Healey, 
a Liverpool coachbuil dc r; a.s it now bel ongs t o the Corporation we f eared 

hmdition fo llowed bymle of the l and to a develope r . We tried to get the 
house listed by the Depart ment of the Environment, but we re unsuccessful . 
',:e v,e re unsuccessful t oo when we opposed the buildi ng of a garage at 10 Belle 
Vele Roo.d , be cause we f cl t it interfe r e d with the visual amenity of ~lmsvale 
I: :..c.~. 

Also i n Januc. ry we had the t wo mi ssing Conservo.tion Area Sig_ns repla ced by the 
cgy Engine" r s Deut . 1 in Be lle Vo.le Road and 1 in Grange Lane . Knotty Cross 
camu up agai n whe~ ther e was an appl ica tio~ for a Day l\Tur se ry for 50 chiJLdren. 
'1e ob j cct c j strongly on the g r ounds of heavy traffic on Hal ewood Road and no 
P:> :':i!lG fa.cili ties, c.nd we were thankful when thi s o.pplica.tion was refused. 

'·" n_ plic::-.tion for the re-use of the forme r c. of E. School in Hnlewood Rd. 
c;:,,,u.:1ci some n:nxie ty but it was felt that u se o. s flats would generate less 
h c.i'~ic t':.nn sooo othe r possibilitie s and was pref e r e.ble t o the building 
b~ com:i.::1~ ci0r cl ict . 

We are l ee.sod thut Mr. L. Collins of Lyndhurst, Mossley Hill i s the new owner 
of A tlvsg..sy_ Court, und we a r e delighte d t hn t he hc. s removed ~he 'Plumbers 
P~:rndise ' from tli~· fr mnt of the house . But we a re still worried about the 
\Vnll rn, -1 -1- 1 • • ld n d 

•• 1.c. 1n1J very fine treu s on Acref1.e .aoo. • 

In April we were successful in h '.'l.ving the hours of opening at yr~nge t'la.n~~. 
rest:r · • - h L • ing Comn11 tt ee - 1.s 
h lC1.ed t o 11 . 0 p . m. by the Councillors on t e icens .d ts living along 
as m~d ~ a t . 1 . t f life f or resi en Gr c.:. I,; grec. i mprovement in th0 qua 1. Y O . Park Drive has 

dc~~~e La O , but the ovmer of t he chip shop ~t lOJ ~~;~~~~~ent notice by the 
Cit ed to vpen on Sundays . He was served wi th o.~ d we a re now awaiting 
fay Plc.n:11.:1.g Offi cer , bi...t ~.o n ppoal <J n aefl. inst this an 

:r a decision from tl e D. o. E. 



: ont E.221f. was from the 
~!.EE111---:--11 -church Street from 
a st1ll 1 e h~d a stall c-. t tho 
In June w -

11 th - 19th May-. On the f. 
~hich we sold books and , irst S~day we had 
'· ool ton Garden Fete rtGateacre • tea towels, 

' cou esy of The Woolton 
~oci1:1 tY • 

e" tlsdi Mey we vrrote to the c. p. o. asking for an 
Qn tti tion Arca to cover Linden Lea, Gro.nge Lodge 
~~y of the site dating from 1240 with 
~ furth er nows as yet. 

extension to the 
and Grange Fann. We 
photographs, but we have 

bed no 
MrlY No , 10 Go.yea.er~ Brar~ became 'Hair by 3t ephen ' 

In • - r new neighbours and we extend a wnrm to OU • welcome 

T June we wrote to the c. p • o. opposing an application to bu' ld 1 . 
_n t d • t t K., 1 • c i on and in 
the Q!,E~ l3E.I:-, b a f J o.cen o ~ ~in t~ttage' Wheat hill Road ( the last house in 
1·ttle '/ool ton c ore you go un er e motorway into Knowsley) Th . 
\e visit th0re on the 16th September attended by "everal b. ore was a 

s1 ·11 1 t n cocicty d th M u mem ers of our 
society' the \woo o J , an e nerseyside Environment al Tru,..,t th 
local press, The Development Control Sub-committee refused to gra~t' thee 
applico.tion. 

We were invit ed~ to a meeting held in the Gateacre Chapel, on the 14th June, 
to discuss the .... uture use of th~ .Q_hapcl Hall in Snndfield Roo.d. A number of 
useful suggestions were put forward and it i s hoped that the Hall wil l remain 
a valu .,_ble amenity to the life of the village. 

Throughout the year we have been keeping a watchful eye on our trees 
objecting to the CP~ if we have ful ~ any were being threatened. we h~ar from 
the Director of Environmental Services a t Calderstones thnt the tree on the 
pavement out side the Conservative Club must be :felled as it is dying back 
through old age . \'le will press for a repl acement to be planted on the Green. 

In July we welcomed our new Conservation Officer, Mrs . Mary King. We wish 
her great success in a difficult job covering the whole of the City. We hope 
that she will come o.nd tc..lk to the Society when she h:is had a chance to 
settle down in her new job. We have written to her rec.antly about the 
deteriorating condition of Bea.consfield House which is ea.using anxiety. 

';e we re glad tha t the n.pplicntion for a swimming pool at the top house of the 
three new ones on the La. Girell e s ite, in Oakfield Ave rue was refused on the 
28th Auzust . 'i/e have asked the CPO for a Tree Preservation Order to cover all 
the trees on the south side of On.kfield Avenue . 

Sevt3rul memb .:: rs compl,'lined about the l a rge builders adve:i:-t isement board left 
on the pavement outside 36 Halewood Road so we informed the Highways Dept. 
who hc.d. it removed . Another problem is the closure of the public convenience 
outside t he :Slack Bull - we would like to see it reinstat ed, but if this 
proves imposs ible we must se c thc:. t the moans of closure is more appropriate 
to its situation alongside a listed building in the centre of the Conservation 
Area. ·:.·e ho.ve recently o.sked for the gutters on the \'lilson Memorial to be 
cleared of th grass , ['..nd we have been o.ssured this will be done shortly• 

There were npplico.tions in August from Nos. 5, 7!, & 9 Halcwood Road to reSt ore 
their f1·ont wroucrht iron railings and gat es removed during the last war. 
These houses wcr~ built in the 18508 as 6 ba ck-to-backs, and we a re delighted 
::t this enhancement of the Conservation Area . rJe note that work is also in 
hand at 4 Ifal ewood Road which we hope will also l ead to an improvement• We 

have , once aga in written to the CPO about the long await ed replacemen; . 
~~her_y_~ on top of Cleggs factory, and a t l ast our new 'Gateacre sign, 
esigned by Miss Gnosspelius , was erected out side Knotty Cross. 
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' r ea we havo supported the Childwall :Jocietl_ in their 
tsid• our ~forts to protect their listed buildings; le have written to the 

~,,cssful ~ velopment CO!l!OJ'fili.Ql! opposing the design of the large and we 
;~~-Jhetic, building to be erected in a very prominent posiiion at the 
ie>t un5ymP by customs and Excise ( being a Crown building, this needs no 
QU,ens pock i s c ion) , and on the 1 st July we attended the A. G. M. of the 
ianninB pc~~vic s ocie ty v,ith whom we a.re offilinted. 

~,,rseY§~-
~ 
' or this y ear we hav7 be en repre sented on the Civic Trust by two 
iro• Jonu,. ~h National Council of Civ,_c Trust Sociehe__a - Kathy Fishwick of 
,eobotS of : d Gill Robinson of Wilmslow. We have filled in questionnaires 
~,tenst• l; ~et theill know how our planning office works, and the nuture of our 
designed t oblems. \1e attended a Civic Trust Forum in Chester on the 12th 
"' d we '-• P~rticular prh ..,ve to.ken pc... rt in a Murket Research exercise for the Civic Trust 

March an " • Leo. sowe Castle Hotel on the 6th June. hel d nt the 

• ut any grea t drama, but we think a useful year, at the end of 
A yeer wi

tho e you feel that pe rhaps Ga.tea cre is n.11 the better for the hich we hop 
l'I • t r s pre sence. 
socie Y h tt 

tend our warm thanks to the Chairman and members oft e Commi ee 
Finall1 we ~x h"lp duriTI ,;• the pa st yea.r. ~ ~ all t h;;1.r c - "t> ,0-
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