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A HISTORY OF THE 
MERSEY FERRIES 

By Captain James Vass 

We are told that this lecture starts with the Monks 
Ferry, includes King John's Charter and goes on to the 
time when two ferryboats went to Zeebrugge and winds 

up with new refurbishment for present day needs. 
Did you know about an aquarium on the other side of 

the water, and themed gift shops? 

Come and hear all about it! 
With slides. 

Tuesday 16th March 1993 
at8pm 

Gateacre Institute, Grange Lane, Gateacre 
Visitors Welcome 25 

Diary Dates: 
Because Easter Is ln the middle of the month there wtll be no meeting In April 
4th May 1993 Landllfe, by Richard Scott. 

Smoking. 
We feel that members may find smoking at meetings somewhat 

unpleasant in a rather small room - so we are not going to smoke - as a 
New Years Resolution - and hope that this will improve attendances 
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Visit To A Restored 
On 16th February our 

meeting took the form of a vtsit to 
the Listed stone house at 8 
Church Road. in the Woolton 
Conservation area which Paul 
and Debbie Gregory have been 
living in and restoring for the last 
10 years. 

No.s 10 and 12 Church Road 
are shown on the 1835 map, but the 
four hou es of Hadfield Terrace only 
appear in 1840 - so No. 8 was buih 
about 1837. 

The group was buUt by Roben 
Crowther (cl781 - 1863) who wa5 
born in Heptonstall. Yorkshire, came 
to Wootton as a young stonemason 
and by 1813 had bought the site. 

Robert and his Wife EUzabet 
(Hadfield) were living at 12 Church 
Road tn 1841 with 4 of their 5 chil
dren. EUzabeth died ln 1842 so by 
1851 Robert. now 76, with hlsstone
ma on son Joseph and daughter 
Hannah were at 8 Church Road - th 
groupofhou e werestilllnCrowther 
owner hip in 191 I. 

Out Ide restoration hows ir 
th iron ralUng (only 4 railing head~. 
were l ft when Paul came). The ton 
wall are 18" and 20'' thick. on the 
out Ide high quaUty a hlar. loo e: 
rubbl fill and a random rubbl In
n r id . and th W I h lat roo . 
v 'tor h d' nl - pla t r d on the: 
und r Id to k pout wind. 

Th Ba m nt KJt h n wa, 
~nd W1th 6 lay r of arp t / linCt 

/ carpe1 (a recipe for exaggerating 
dampne s). the original York Stone 
Flags have been relaid on concrete 
over a layer ofinsulatlon on the native 
rock. The walls have been tanked and 
an electro-osmosis dampcourse flt• 
ted. Now with an Aga cooker and new 
double hung sash windows on two 

: sides It I warm and attractive. 
The back basement is the 'washu ' 
(the WC. was under the front steps· 
now a store) and the room Is a modem 
bathroom. 

Ther{' are Just 2 rooms on the 
ground floor ( o. 8 I a small hou l, 
The itting room welcomed us with a 
real fire In a replacement cast Iron 
grat of corr et d t . Th floor ha the 
original boards. sanded and sealed 
w1th polyurethan . the w1ndows art 
original and with shutt r on the Lod 
Pond Id only. The pan lied door 
pr t t cl foryear b~ hardboard het>I 
1 now 1 rlpp d f p lnt. el gant. and 
un:s a h •d . 

SUBSCRIPTION REMlf\lDER: If you have a blue remlnc 
please let Mrs. Plent • 1ur subscription mon ·, 
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one House 
The Dining Room, originally the 

Kitchen (with outer door to the 
backyard where No. 8a was added 
over IOO years ago) now has the cast 
Iron grate and surround from up-
tairs. Both rooms have no plaster 

cornices 
On the first floor two Bedrooms 

once had fireplaces. and although It 
ls not noticeable, the ceilings have 
been lowered some inches to make 
the studio possible above. Otherwise 
cupboards have been fitted, doors 
lovingly stripped and all is now de
lightful. 

The loft conversion among the 
purllns - one at least Is a re-used 
timber (John Rushton's timber yard 
was on the other side of Church Road 
when the houses were built) required 
a new sash window for the blind 
opening in the gable wall. and also 
roofllghts. 

The staircase too had to be 
carried up to this level and the Join
ery detaUs here follow these of the 
stair below which is original and 
characteri tic of its time. 

We had a very happy evening 
and are most grateful to Paul and 
Debbie for howtng us their hous 
which has be n brought up to 
date - as hou mu t b ov r th 
gen ration - not only with ar 
and ta t but with th cholarly 
knowl dg n d d for a hou of 
th1 importanc . 

J.B.G. 

•~• with this newsletter -
' a , as possible. ---
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Merseyside 
Greenbelt. 

Our Greenbelt running round Ln -
erpool from Oglct to Southport Wa! con
firmed m December 1983. ~embers 11 tll 
recall that a planning application lo build 
in Naylor · Road ju t thi tde of Keh in 
Cottage was refu cd in September 1991 
becau e it lay in the Greenbelt. 

Now the Grove Fann hou ing de
\'Clopment on the cast side of Halcw d 
Road and in Know le , which 1 proceed
ing so fa t, make u anxious about the 
integrity of the Greenbelt. The . 1te "luch 
i being dc\'eloped, between the Id rail 
way line and Halewood Rood 1 not pro
tected , but when one goe along L)diate 
Lane from Hale\\ ood Road and pru e 
under the old railway bridge, and then 
looks left - there i a plendrd e\pan. e of 
greenfield - and lhi land on the east of 
the embankment and up to King Dri,c i 
Greenbelt land. 

It i _ o rnluable in ontrast to the 
pretty den e new development on the olhcr 
idc of Lydiatc Lane. 

We are anxious about the 
integrity of this part of the 
Gree11belt. 

Some Recent 
Planning Applications. 

Ro chill ourt, Woolton Road. 
To carr out treeworl-.. . 

3 Rockbourne A enue 
Propo ed tiled roof over o, -

r d pool. 
125 Gat acr Park Ori e 

Erect bedr om and bathr m 
e ten ion 
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LIVERPOOL J 

Miss Janet Smith 
Archivist , City Library 

CHAIRMAN Tony McCann Hedgefleld Rd. 
0514879301 

HON. SEC. Mrs. Joan Gadd, 59 Hunts Cross Ave. 
051 4288884 

MEMBERSHIP SEC Mrs. Beryl Plent 27 Grange Lane 
Gateacre 
051 428 5379 
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