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REPORT: BRIAN KING'S TALK ON 
LIVERPOOL'S HISTORIC WATERFRONT. 
B nan Kmg. who 1s :1 . lerse_ Blue Badge Guide. ga\·e a talk with slides 

on the 16th Januar_ •. :1.nd despite a \·ery cold night. :1 l:trger than usual 
number of people attended. 

Bnan ga\'e us a h1stor_ of the waterfront with maps showing ongmal 
dock areas dating from 1650 The first dock \: as built in l 50 by Thomas 

teer s This as a g rea t · ucc ess and aften ards came the Canning 
a lthouse. and this and ther docks were built on reclauned land. From the 

maps shown ,.: e v ere able to see the de\'elopment of L1\·erpool as a busy 
port 

The Albert Dock as described in detail , 1th a full historical back
ground The Albert Dock 1s the largest group of Grade 1 Listed Buildings 
1n the co untry and the dock eng ineer. Jesse Hanley was in charge from 
I 2-l to 1860 The Albert Dock itse lf was fi nished m I 8➔6 and "' as the first 
fir eproof commercial , areho use to be butlt in brick . iron and stone 
Through different s lides various as pects of the dock ,ver,e shown. h1ch 
,, ould not normally be noticed dunng a \'is 1t to the area. \{any of the differ
ent buildrngs on the s ite which had \'an ous functions m th,e runnmg of the 
port. but which now ha, e different uses . were 1denufi ed and described 
lmerestmg architectural features such as the stone columns. roman numer
als mdtcatmg depth of water and stone steps set on edge. ga,e us an insight 
mto the variety of features that make this group of butldmgs one of the 
most popular tourist venues tn the country 

Bnan then talked about some of the great liners that berthed m Li verpoo l. 
nd descnbed how the sm -mg of the T1tan1c "as ann oun ced in Ln e rpool 

-\s usual. afte r the talk. there "as a questio n and ans,, er sess ion ,, h1 ch fur
her enlightened our ·no,, ledge of Ln erpool and Its po rt 



PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Due to the Chris tmas period, there has been only one apphcat1on 111 the 

five weeks from the midd le of December last year. and this dtd not 
require any further comment fro m the Society. 

OUR VENUE: GATEACRE INSTITUTE, 
GRANGE LANE 
This building. which is located opposite the newsagents at the end of the 

parade of shops in Grange Lane is the enue fo r committee meenngs 
and our talks . The Soc1et_ ·s activities take place on the first floor where. 
kindly, the lnstitute allows us free use of their facilities . We thank them for 
this kind gesture. 

Any committee member can be contacted for further details . 

CHRISTMAS TREES - GRANGE LANE 
SHOPS 
The Society would like to offer thanks to Ted Hannah . Eclipse 

Electricals. for their time and assistance in putting up the trees last 
Christmas. and we rece1\·ed many pleasing comments, and hope that this 
will be a regular feature in years to come. 

DIARY DATE 
On 23rd April there will be a talk by Lill1an Hodgetts entitled "Well 

Dressing" 10 Derbyshire 
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